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A ſecond Parcel of Oz1zcriows 


againſt the taking of the EnGacemenT 
an(vwered : 


Or, the .doubrs which ſom godlie 


Miniſters in form neighbor Counties en. 


tertained upon that ſubjeR, oy were 
in ſeveral Letters to, and re(ol- 
ved by 7. D. 


The firſt Letter, 


He ſcope of your late writings ſeem's to 

bee the giving of ſatisfatiion to ſuch as 

are (crupulous the new Engage- 

ment : Give mee leav ( bering embold- 

ned thereunto by your ingenions invite- 

tion, p. 29. of your Re-prop. ) ts ac- 

quaint you with the thoug ts of divers 

edlie Miniſters( whoſe names you may 

| " Þ Love if aved bee') tearbing our rw 

oF pieces : and to ſbew you wherein they remain unſatisfied. Only 

In mee premiſe thas much, and ſprak, it as in the ſight of God; 

oye! wary al acquaintance been but little with you ( beeing 

axe only in your companie with Dr. Wells ) yet I bave alwaic 

kigbly denored you in my beart, _ I bad any —___—- 
2 


(3) 


"gs by no defign, but the deſign of 
w—_ ood conſcience ; that the tie of conſcience arifi "= 

;, wherchy they bave tird hemſelvs ts Gal 4 th 
net onlie _) thing that makes them tergler this weir, 


Tex the pleaſ 16 take notice : | 

by wt that the leſs ſelf-confidence , and abwanding in 
eur ſenſ, bee wſed in things of ſo doubrful a nature, the more agree- 
able it is to the Tae of love, and the more ſafe will xg proceedings 
bee therein. : 

2. They think, that in your whole diſcorrſ on this ſabjell, yu 
take that pro conceflo ( and meke it the chief baſis exd botion 
of off your argumentation  ) namely, That da wy 
and Lords is inicenfiſtem with Salus Populi ; ( wherets it's 
lingly granted other thing s muſt give place ) : but this is the thing 
altrogetber in queſtion , as was otherwiſe determined by the mejur 
part of the Commons ( when the Houſ was full and free) ws on 
cacr one lie yy 5 of this nature. 

3- They think it « ſentence ſcarcely agreeable to the rule 
cheritze and Chriſt: an compaſſion, that thoſe who are afraid 69 
fare this ware ( though they engage to live querly, and cbeir in law 
ful things) ſhould bave no pretetiven or o1ber benefit of law (am 
ſeem ts ſave P22. of your Conſiderations ) fiace, whown 
i tree tenderneſs of conſeience, if it bee wot 16 bee tender in th 
things wherein wee dave 1s de with God, and thet in the moſt ſacred 
and ſelrmn manner, viz. by Oeths and Covenants. 


4. Whereas you (aie in your —_— ; 12. that terrrion 
difference at aff betrwinet the things whic i propoſes; thatfin 
mention ts ber the dutie of Subjet71 ts their ſuperiors, and the (th 
feriptions required by preſent Amteritic ; Aud yet ps 15.508 j@ 
wee mean to declare by our (ubſcriptuess cur & probation of, ane 
trfeng conſent wats, aud or obligation towards woe prevent 
blifbenent, (which are the prixcipel things that the propeſers 
ple &, af appears Seft, 35 ; And whereas your ſelf 


from the guilt ar: ſing 
& wee have made to God. 

6. They think, it no leſs violation of the rule of charitie , for 
you to fair of the propoſers ( though altogether unknown to them ) 
That in their Propoſals they bave covered a Statetufine(s and po- 
ltick defign with a Minifterial cloak, Þ 29. ( where there ſerm's 
ts bee a mixture f ſom birterneſs ) then if the propoſers ſhould ſaie 
of you, thet you bave put forth your Late Papers to pleaſ a pre- 
vailing partie. And if there bee « libertie to cenſure each other in 
this ſort, whoſe imtegritie ſhall bee left xmouched and wrviolated 7 

7. They acknowledg that to bee very true, which you ſpeak 
p- 21. ard that even good men are 160 ſubjel? ro admit of ſelf-mix- 
tres in their beft ations. But they ſee no reaſon to think, that your 
ſelf bee jo ſtrong 4s not to bee at ſong times ſabjet} to the like 

ſs : If you bee, then you it is the dutie of the ftrong to 
bear with the infirmiries of the : and the propertie of 
le, rather to cover and conceal them, then ts Laie theth apen to their 
ſhane, when (6 manie are readie to rejoice in it. = 

To conclude, they are much afraid that the late writings on this 
ſubett, have not a linle exaſperated the bigber Powers, and beight- 
ad the bear of their indignation againſt mane that are truly godlie 
(berb Minifters and People that ave tender this waie) by increaſing 
whaſt jealouſies in their minds towards them, and wyaking things ap- 
perin a wor{ ſhape then needed , and (6 bave made the gap greater 
ad breach wider, which bad far more need ts bave teen cloſed and 
died. It is conceived, that you can very bardly prove theſe things 
which you fee againſt the propeſers, and therefore ( as your (elf 
ſee ) in Fo things love judg the beſt: And therefore 

A3 


it 


= — — 
——E— wo 
- — nd 


(4) 
it had been « far better office beth of love to your brethren, yes, and 
of fidelinie 16 Superiors, rather ts caſt on water, then ts have 
added frepel 1s the flame : axtoritie beeing alwe irs apt enzngh 16 
take bigh offence a1 (uch, who in all things agree not with it, 

Sir, Yew cant but know that the generaiitic of the Church 
Scotland bave the [ame jenſe of this new Engagement wind thee 
that (craple it in England : whoſe judgment i not 16 bee ſlergbred- 
Neither is there reaſon for anie to bee carried on with ſuch cond 
dence in the mainteinung of jt, as to cenſure thoje who are 
Tow cannot buy know thet in denbrful things, Ly reaſon of the diver- 
fitie of appredenſuons, there will bee aro a differing latirade in 


men's conſciences (even inthe conſciences of ſuch as are waly 

and moſt ſincerely conſcientious ) ſo #s thoſe things which wil 14 
tixfic one, will not ſatisfic another that defire's ſatisfoltion ( a1 
bath been heretofore berween the Fs ens conform ſtr, 
( though both godlic) and is ſtill berween the Independents and Preſ- 
bnerians ) F- that in j_ ſubſcriptions it bath bern than 
needful ings ſbould bee as ciear as the morning light. That theres 
fore ſuch whe defire a clear ſatisfattion in ſuch « buſinrſ @ this, 
that 15 involved with ſuch difficulties, end perplexed with ſy manic 
oaths end pre-eng agements, ſbould bee cenſured for we fixceritie 1, 14 
thawgdt werie little agroemg with the rule of love and equitie. 

It is therefore in all carneſineſs and loving bumilitic defired of 
you, that you would laie no more load on ſuch whe already at 
even ſinking under the burden of manie doubts and | 
nor give anic occaſion to the band of Aatoritie to lie beavier 
them then heretofore ; but rather that you would beſtow ſom of yur 
ſtrength in dealing with Superiors as well as infeqgiors © and that i 
theſe reſpedis : 

1, Becanſ it is in their ( by not preſring) to eaſ manit 
that want power ts ca{ themſelvs by wntying the knots that pinch 


them ; and it is wo ſmall charitic, to yicld tal to a tired, troubled 
conſcience + 

2. It will bee their ſafetic and proſperitic not 16 laie beavie bur- 
dens on the conſciences of ſuch xs deſire 16 keep a good conſcience ; 
ſuch #« bave alwaie been their faftei? friends, and conſtant imerceþ 
ſors «t the Threne of Grate, A blew from a friend it far woe 
grievous, then what come"; from an enemir. 


3.1 


(s) 
. It will bee very agreeable to theſe manic promiſes and pro- 

they bave made to the whole Kingdom, Lan x. their Ling 
care ts wſe tender conſciences tenderly. Ween the Prelatical yohe 
war broken there was great bopes wee ſbonld bave been troupled with 
no more yohes of the like nature. 

It's conceived, that now you have a price in your hands, (by 
reafin You deve ingratieted your ſelf with the bigber Powers by 
the manic good offices you bave don for them ) ws. oo oppor twni- 
tie likewiſe 16 do ſom good offices for God's people, which they de- 

yeu maie beve a beart ts improve. 

Bleſſed is bee that confidereth or judgerh wiſely of the poor ( &s 
the Geneva tranſlation reed's it) Pal 41.1. Tow know who thoſe 
peor anes are even [ucb as manic are, who are now ſtrugling in their 
they bt 1 about the 1 of this new Engagement, and no» able 
ts finde out 4 ſatirfying reſolution. 

Tins 1 bave been bold to commend the thoughts of my friends, 
tegetber with my own thoughts, wnto you, which I bope you will 
eccept with that cbr: ſtion candor and ſs , whicd beretofore 
beth bined forth in all your carriages. If it pleaſ you to vouch- 
ſefe anie » though but in three lines, rc 
ref}; monie of your great bumilitie and imtegritie. defiring 
ar goed God ftill 'o make you « bappie reconciler and peacemaker, 


I refign you to bis mercie, 
Yours in all chriſtian love 


This ninth of and ſervice. 
Febr. 1649- 
The Anſwer to the firſt Letter. 
Reverend Sir ! 


Our Letter dated Febr.g. 1 received not till Febr. 1 4, 

| on faturdaie about noon, and 1 willingly confeſs 
= wa really beholding to you for the ingenuitie 
which uſe rowards mee in it, and wiſh 

that God would put It in the beart of everie one of my bre= 
thren that find themſelves grieved at anie thing __— 


(6) 
finde in me, to do as you have don. For I hope that God 
will never (utter mee to = admonition which (hall 
bee given mee by agie 4,w a due reticition upon my 
ſelf eo examine wy (pirit in bis laghty by the light which « | 
bring's with it, or without a ſollicitqous care to give jult fh« 
tisfation to everie one, whom 1 may (ce ___ diſcoverie 
that | have oftcnded through weakneſs : for hee was an A« 
poſtle that laid, In maxic things wer offend of, Jams g. (not 
excluding himielf) and added, If anic men offend wat in « 
word, bee is a perfelt man; | amnot conlcious to my falfof 


pallaget 

| appear, that | may bee hum- 
bled for them, and reftite them upon a further examinath 
on of my hearr. | 
Your Jecond point of admonition is, That I tcke that pro 
confeſſo which is in queſtion 4 and that I make that which it 
gramed to bee the bafis and hettom of all my argumemation. Whidi 
if Ido, 1 confeſs | am out of the waie. But truly, by what 
you repreſent, it doth nor yet appear to mee that I heve dow 
= for you ſaie that | have pre-ſuppoled this fs the babs 


all ;namely, That the continuence of K. 
and wi1b Salus Populi : which ro my 
f ſelf in what 1 have ſaid or meantto 
(aic, I'ncitber have aid, nor iatended to faic ; and1 wood _ 


bee bebolden to youg or thoſe other brethren who 
that obleryation, 10 let mee (ee the ground of that alſarth 
an in anic thing which [ have aid. For 1 will dearly prov 
fel, that 1 do not think that there is anie ve, 
tween the Sel Populi, and the beeing of a King 4 


\ 
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(7) 
Lords in a Nation ; if they behave themſelvs not as Ty- 
rants , to rule all at will,” and without Laws: which arc 
in che 's right to chuſe and ſartle for theraſelvs and 
their ;and jc is their Klngo enctic Prevogattve, and 
he dutle of their Lords, to ſte thoſe Laws obſerved : fac tn 
hm againſt the Law'of God and nature, tha: 
—_ or Lords ſhould bee Magjt ſoluti Legibus , then 
ncaneſt Subjefts ; or de jure leſs reproveable 
rn ns This beeing then my clecr judgment, that 
es locietic appoint- 
through men, to ws » it never cam” 

are gy apr > oe rn nd in a Nation 
rants inconliſtent with che ſaſetie thereof: and it you 
grant, that all humane Conſtitutions or Ocdi- 
nances of men, as the A call's nujſt give place 

to Salas Populi, | bo you and1 verie little diſa- 

gree about the Tenure 


of Kings and Lords ; therefore 
when in the cloſe of this admonition you faie, that this 


b altogether in queſtion, truly 1 underſtand not how it come's 
to bee a queſtion at x eve Anh or wherein | have given 
you a ground to think fo z; nor do 1 underſtand well whac 
' meant by the words which follow thereupon, viz. 4nd 
vs otherwiſe determined by the major part of the Commons (won: 
wrmber anon; La os onelie competent Judge; 
- dogs] finer nor wall what you 
4 which was otherwiſe determined; tor 
£ wr Autor yo then nothing was 0thet- 
; as tomy fenſ in this matter, then what 
10u agreeto. Bat oh wn = intimate, that che Hou! 
when it was (jn andas full ed free, did determine tac 
there (hoakd bee a King and Houſ of Lords, renaigihs wich 
Ge Houl of Commons in this Nation, 2s a:lawkul. Go- 
wnnent its theic joint relacions , according to the fund+- 
wental confticutianof the State ; it this bee your meaninz, 
Thilly prane ir, That once it was fo determined by boch 
Hoakes, and by the major part of the Commons, who 
were your competent Judves in things of this naturg,, Aud 
Fre now wee ſee ic A ol determined by ano- 


th 1EL 
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| (8) 

ther partie of the ſame Commons , who declare themſelvs 
ro bet a full and free Houſ ( of which aſſertion now 
are the onelie —_—_— Jadges )) and ro 
determination nothing is => 07] barernen jn The, 
That Salus Populi, and a King and Lords are inconſiftent; 
but onely in Hyporbeſi , and particularly, That at thispre- 
ſent,there is an inconliſtencie of a King and Houſ of Lords 
with the ſaferie of this People : which bow truc or falſ it 
is, ought not to bee diſputed, becaul it cannot bee decer- 
mined by you or mee ; for it depend's upon the copnizance 
of circumſtance 5 whereof 1 conceiv none of our coat are 
competent judges, nor anie others that are in places of ſub- 
jection 3 but onely thoſe that are betraſted with the higher 
Powers, end are aboutthe management of their =_ of 
Truſt. And if it cannot bee denied, that thoſe that have 
made the alteration of the Government, were perſons be 
traſted with power able ro do what they did, anddid it 
the Management of their places of truſt, a ing to 
beſt of their underſtanding, tor the let f the Fel 
| dare not take upon mee t© bee their judges, but maſt 
them to him whom they pretend to ſtand ; and muſt 
acknowledy that the alteration is of God, whoſe ordinaric 
courſ it is to do, by a minor part, and by weak means, that 
which a major part of the world, and t of the 
ſtrength thereot, is not able ro-do. Andit | that a 
matter is clearly determined by thoſe whom hee hath en- 
ploted, "and who are in power to manage publick affairs by 
cheir places ; alchough ic may bee contrarie to my 
private ſen{ and ex(peftation , yet 1 ſee no warrant for wee 
torake upon mee © make determination of the 


matter in my thoughts, they'God bath don by them who 
have the management of his Power ; nor can | ſe how it 
tw 


is lawful for anie man who cannot bring his thoughts 
cloſe with that which hath been don by others, under 


hoſe proteftion hee is get to live, to refuſe to 6 
chingstn chemlglvs lawtal, j and undeniably tending 
Common ſafetic , onely upon this account, becaul 
things are commanded by men , whom they judg to 


don 


| (9) 
don that which is amiſs, andbeyond the line of their po- 
wer, If they who preſume to judg ſo, were by anie right 
of God or mer made judges of their ations, or able to call 
them to an account thereof before competent judges ; or 
in a condition to ſtand free, and in no need of their prote- 
Gtion, ſomthing, as I conceiv, might bee (aid for their pra- 
Rice : but when men can pretend to nothing of all this, 
bus are — ans _ a Power —_— undoube- 

y is over ; a power in tull poſleflion 
of all places of truſt about them, and in a capacitie to ma- 
nage the ſame, for the good of thoſe that do well, and for 
the puniſhmene of thoſe that do evil; Now, 1 faie, for 
men, when things are ſo, to ſtand cut and to reliſt ſuch po- 
wers, not in things of an unlawtul, but of a moſt commen- 
dable, lawful, and neceflarie nature in themſelvs, and co 
think to bee obliged to do ſo for conſcience ſake , is to mee 
| confeſs, an extreme great Paradox in the profeſſion ot 
Chriftianitie, as it is an unpartial and conſcionable walk- 
ingbetore God in conformitie to his will. And if this is 
not the preſent caſe wherein ſom Miniſters do ftand in op- 
pro choputng Powers, | would bee glad to bee re- 

ied ; and you will do mee a favor to ſhew mee wherein 
| do mifiake either the publick or their private cale in this 
natter. 

Thethird matter of admonition is : That I ſeem not to 
deal charitably and compaſſionately with thoſe who 
through tendernes of conſcience, in reference to Oaths and 

, are afraid co engage this waie ( though they en- 

Lage to live quictly and obeie in | things ) by an 6wning ot 
the Autoritie ; and this unch you charge upon 
wee from my ions in pag; 21, of my Confiderations, 
wherel ſeem to fajie , That ſuch ſhould have no proteftion 
or other benefit of Law. If 1 have ſaid fo of ſuch perſons, 
and to the end that they ſhould bee deprived of protection, 
and of the benefit of equal juſtice; 1 confeſs it would bee 
ſormwhat rigorous and inconiſtent with the (piritof com- 
paiſion and charitie. 1 am Gare it was not in my defign to 
ive any tender conſcience of anie equitable favor which 
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(10) 
mey bee ſhewed unto them , nay I have profeſſedly and fin- 
cerely engaged my felf,to uſe all my intereſt in thoſe that are 
in places of power, to procure this unto them, as you may 
ſre more at large in the Repropoſals, pag. 18. and x9. In 
the Paragraphs, which in the margent are mzrked for an 
Anſwer to the ſeventh and eight Set. of che Propofals: 
and as I there have profeſſed, fol have hitherto vprightly 
endeavoured ; but as for that which you alledg our of the 
Contiderations, pag. 23. of the ſecond and third Edition , 
(for in the firſt Edition, it is page 24.) 1 hall defireyou to 
conlider the matter and ſcope of that which 1 faie in that 
lacez and if then you look upon the principle, which | 
had before ( in page 16. of the Editions) as a 
of Juſtice in this Cafe , perhaps will ſee to ex- 
cuſe mee from the uncharit which you charge upon 
mee, as towards tender Conſciences ; for there | ſpeak 
concerning an objeftion againſt the ſabſcribing of the En 
t, taken from the apprehenſion of offending 
godlie people by ſubſcribing of it ; my ſcope is to anſwer 
thac Objeftion apon this preſuppoſal, that, hee whotake's 
it , is not, as to his own Conſcience, {crupled at the 
ot the Engagement; but is to bee hivated by 
con(ideration of others: here then to AOL that 
ceteris paribus ( for this is expreſly ſuppoſed in the propo> 
fitef he Cul) thank aign ets a danger 
of offence in not ſubſcribing, then in ſubſcribing; becauſ 
there are more offences ( even three to one ) in the bal 
lance, in caſe of not ſubſcribing : for bere I have auſ' a 
well as there to apprehend the offence, not onely of me 
nie godlie brethren, bur alſo of Superiors, and of my ſelf 
in point of ſafetie ; and theſe rwo laſt offences I join in 
this, that the Magiſtrate to whom 1 refaſe to give an a 
ſurance of my fidelicie , may take that refuſal, as a 
caul” given him to denie mee neceſſaric _ 
tie- Forl ſappoſe that the Rule is without all exception, 
that Proteftio rabit Allegianciem ; & vice verſd Allegiance 
Proteftionem & 6 contre : now whether this bee the ſame caſe 
which you charge upon mee, 1 ſhall leay it to your ſecond 


(11) 
thoughts to conſider ; for here preſuppoſe my ſelf not ac 
all ſcrupled in my Conſcience, but my fvaled by meer 
outward conliderations of dangers : and that amongſt 
other dangers | T2 m_ apprehend this ; that it 1 
will not ſhew my ſelf faithful to the Magiſtrate , who is 
over mee , | may tear to bee deprived of the benetie which 
otherwiſe I might reap from his oftice which is neceffaric 
proteion. 

As for the ſeeming Contradiſtion mentioned in your 
fourth exception , you will calily of your {elf reconcile it, 
and perceiv your miltake, it you conltrue my words right, 
and leay not out the additional clauſ,, putin of purpoſe 
to limic the approbation , the ratifying Conſent and the 
obligation towards the _ eftablithmene , which 1 
mean to declare by my ſubſcription ; the clauf which you 
have left out in your quotation of my words(which make's 
them ſeem to you contradiftorie to themſelys ) is this; 
Bat thus far onely 4s 1 have ſaid. Conſtrue then the whole 
period by a lictle tranſpolition of their words in their or- 
der, thus, I mcan to declare,by my Subſcription,my approbation 
of my ratifying conſent wnto , and my obligation towards the pre- 

eſtabliſhment 3 but onely thus far as bave ſaid. viz. in the 
threeparagraphs immediately going before, wherein | li> 
mic in the firit, the approbation, in the ſecondzthe ratifying 
conſent , and in the third, the obligation towards the 
eſtabliſhment : to ſhew, that although 1 think not my {elt 
bound up by my ſubſcription of the engagement, to the 
particulars mentioned in the Propoſals, which are ſaid 
to bee different from the Duties, which Subje&ts owe to 
Superiors; yet | am willing to acknowledg ſom kinde of 
obation of ratitying conſent , and ot obligation to 
eltabliſhment included in the ſubſcription ; viz. ſuch 
N_ to thoſe duties,and ſuch as | formerly had dc» 
ibed, althougb then I will not grant, that the ſubſcrip- 
tion to the words of the engagement doth imploie thole 
xences , whereunto the Propoſers would firain 

them , which they ſaie are oppolite to their Oaths and Co- 
venants : yet | refuſe not to admit of ſom other Conle- 
B 3 quences 
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quences which 1 limit, and declare to bee conſiſtent wich 
the Oaths and Covenants ; the particulars inferred upon 
the Subſcription by the Propoſers, | faie, are things which 
go beyond a clear and known Jatic ; and 1 conceiv, that the 
words of the Engagement give no ground to interpret the 
AR of Subſcription fo ; but that | may notwith ſtanding 
this rejetion of thoſe particulars, infer other 
of the ſame kinde , agreeable untoa Datie upon the fame 
Att of Subſcription , is nothing of Contradiftion, as tg 
my underſtanding , nor I hope will bee to yours when 
you ſhall conſider better of itz and ſhall not out the 
adverſative particle, and the clau( which refer to the 
limication , which | think ſhould bee heeded Sos thoſe 
inferences. 

The fifth thing which you offer, is the hard cenſure of 
want of finceritie, you think is pronounced againlt all 
thoſe, that can acquieſce in nothing ; but in ſuch a Dedars- 
tion, as ſhall bee made cicher by chemſelvs, or their Supe- 
riors to their content ; but it you look well to my words, 
you will finde alſo here a cleer miſtake of my ; for 
my aim is not to ſpeak of all thoſe that have anie doubes 
or ſ{cruples about this buſines; as if none of them were 
ſincere , that will or cannot «cquieſce in anie thing elſbut 
in ſuch a Declaration ; 1 faie, my words ſpeak not indeh- 
nitely of all ſacks but they expreſs onely theſe propoſen. 
Forl faie diſtintly , that in the propoſers aim will appear 
no fhnceritie In reterence to thele Propoſals , if there 
nothing, but this that will content them ; becauſ in their 
Propoſals they ſeem by offering at a Treatie, andby& 
firing to have matters of doubt debated , and reconciled, 
£0 ſeek a rational waie of ſatisfattion to themſelvs. Now 
ſaiel, when this waie ſhall bee offered to them , and &&- 
tered upon , if they then will not follow it ingenuoully; 
but will ſtand peremptorily upon their own 
terms , aud agree to nothing, but what they thanſen 
have fancied, muſt bee declared ; In this caſc | faie ir is ev 
dent , that the aim of the Propoſers in the matter of their 
propoſals, is not ſincere towards the procurement of am 
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conciliation , and a juſt waie of fatisfation , which they 
ſeem to dehire ; = oblery then that you miſtake the 
Caſe by your not heeding the particular Subjeft whereot 
| ſpeak, and the prefeppotils which I laie as the ground 
of that Cenfure ; 1 ſuppoſe you will abſoly mee from un- 
charicableneſs in this matter; for truly I bzliev manic to 
bee.ſincerely ſcrupled;and yet ſo weak that without making 
or receiving a Declaration in their own terms, they canno: 
bee ſatisfied;nay,] have met with ſom ſuch. God forbid, ther 
| ſhould condemn them all for this, to have no finceritic in 
their ſcruples ; but if men make propoſals of waies to have 
their cs taken away, and then will not at all obſery 
the ſame but without all rational and ingenuous proceed- 
ing will mptorily preſcribe their own terms to 0- 
thersz | think it no uncharitablene(s to faie, that ſuch 
m*n in making ſuch propoſals have no ſincericie, and that 
this is my meaning in that paſſage ; if you look over ic 
again, I make no doubt you will finde it to bee fo. 

The {nxt Admonition doth compare that which I ſaie of 
the Propoſers, in reference to the continuance of their 
Propoſals, page 29, with what they might faie of mee in 
reference to my late papers z as for the expreſſions which | 
have uſed nn T_ I ſhall not ſtand to juſtitie rhem ; 
| ſhall rather confeſs that they ſhould have been ſpared , or 
otherwiſe delivered ; for when | look upon them, and com - 
po_ with the deſign which I had in that laſt Seftion, 

hnde that | am carried further thereby then 1 did purpole 
to proceed ; for my purpoſe in the later part ot that Se- 
(tion, was not direttly to charge the propolecs with anie 

licick deſign , but onely to let them ſee, as by waie ot 
dp how far both the matrer and the contrivance 
of the propolals might bee liable ro ſuch an interpretaci- 
on; if anie would give waie to ſuſpiciouſnels, which 1 do 
keratively profeſs my ſelf to bee | =" _ and thruugh 
charitie unwilling to entertein : yet upon the ſuppolal, 
that it is poſſible ſom ſuch thing might bee in the minde ot 
. om of tze Propoſers , 1 would ſhew the waie how even 
1 that Caſe they might receiv ſatisfaftion ; bur the ex- 


preſſions 
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expreſiions which you have noted ; are | perceiv more then 
this delign come's to ; for they riſe - a , and 
dire& charge of that whereot 1 iacen to give 
waic of ſuppolition, a warning, as of char which 
might bee. Thus | obſery by my (elt, that when our 
dwell upon objefts of evil furmiles, although ir der 
for a good and harmleſs aim, yet they may calily bee 
heated above their juſt meaſure, and loſe their waie to- 
wards the end of edification , which cannot bee followed 
otherwiſe then in the Spirit of Love. As for 
if anie will examine them, fo as to finde oat the argu 
ments, by which it maie bee probably ſuſpeſted , that my 
aim is rather to plea( a prevailing partie, then to advance 
Peace and Truth in righteouſnes towards all, without par 
tialitie, 1 ſhall not cake ic il! at his hands; but rather 
thank him, and blefſing God for his brotherliecare, wie 
my heart, and juadg my thoughts by the occafion | 
which is all that 1 would have the propoſers do, 
the matter whereof 1 intended to give them warning. 
As for thelaſt matter, which you mention out "of 
21. of the Repropoſals, that even good men are 
jet to admit of (elf-mixtarcs in their beſt aftions; ad 
that 1 am not to bee exempted from this weaknels , no 
more then others ; 1 ſhall freely confeſs ir, to bees truth, 
and declare moreover, that when 1 wrote that period & 
the diſcourſ, 1 was not without that veric coutderation 
of my ſelf; and therefore 1 did fer it down the ratherto 
bee a Caution for my (elf; leaſt 1 might negleRt the ober- 
vation of mine own fpirit , and courl in theſe mater 
wherewith | havebzgun to meddle, which | declare to me& 
dle withal for this onelie purpoſe ; that 1 maic hold forth 
the waie, how to ſeek impartially peace by a rule, and to 
follow holineſs with all men , withont which no aun 
ſhall ſee the Lord. I1thank you then for putting mein 
minde of this my condition, and hope that God will 
able mee to obſerv alſo the reſt of that , which you fg 
peſt in the cloſe of this admonition. 
To that which you add in ſhutting up theſe gory” 
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which you have repreſented ; I ſhall nor replie mach,onely 
ſhould bee ſorrie, that thoſe fears, you ſpeak of, ſhould 
have anie fundamentum in re, more then in the tenderne!; 
of your fear : | can truly faie, that my labors, according 
to the beſt of my skill, do tend to prevent that, which 
maie heighten the heat of the Magiſtrate's indignation 
ainſt the truly godlie , by ſetting beforethem the Rules 
an anblameable walking , and by diſcovering the dan- 
gers of a deviation from the ſame ; therefore to let them 
—_ — in —_ ſom manitelily are taken, and 
which may bring guile upon all, that t avoid, 
prevent , and refhide the ; cos is no nar Sous Soo the ; nor 
can the diſcoverie of failings, which ſhewerth the Cauſ 
with the Cure, make anie breaches wider , but 1 conceiv 
that a thorow-ſearching is the onelie found waie ot 
healing, and cloting of our wounds. I can faie with a 
good conſcience, that I have all along endcavored , upon 
| nmr to calt water upon the heats of both tides, 
they might break out into a flame ; and that I have (ol- 
ligited , and will follicice a moderation towards tender 
Conlciences with the beſt of my induſtric : bur the vio- 
dence of ſom tumulcuouſly-clamorous pirits ſpoil's all. 
The Paragraph which begin's with a conlideration ot 
the generaltic of the Church of Scotland ; and end's wich 
a ſecond complaint of gy cenſuring all wich untinceritic, 
that take not the Engagement , is either afſented into tor 
the main , or hath been reified ip that , wherein the mi- 
liake lies by that which hath been faid heretofore; onely 
this I would have obſerved , that alchough 1 will not 
light the judgment of anje Church , but think reverently 
ot all, yet, that the general opinion of no Church , far 
leſs of a forreign Church ought fo to bee regarded , as to 
lwaie anie man's jud,ment concerning the Civil Santti- 
ons of anie State in outward matters ; for in ſuch Calcs 
rverie mans Reaſon, and che Relations under which hce 
live's, mult guid his Conicience to the knowledg of his 
Dutie; and what cvcr is don Upon anie other con{1derati- 
on, or implicie concurrance with the generalitie of others, 
'$* doth 
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doth mqpnN a ſnare tothe Connor 
Laſtly, the ments which you uſe, to perſwade 
mee _ lake A load on thoſe, whoare al 
ſinking under the burden of doubts and _ 
do conſider as true motives to that dutie which you preſs 
upon mee , whereunto, by God's grace I purpole not to 
bee wanting benceforth , although 1 am not yet made 
to fee, that heretofore I have been guilcie of that 
which this exhortation doth preſuppoſe ee liable unto : 
but | can cafily , without trouble of minde, God bee 
thanked, bear with more then fuch ſurmiſes , and Cen- 
ſures amount unto; If 1 can but gain thereby an 
jadiciate hearing of that , which hereafter | nay faje 
towards the caſmg of thoſe that are burdened with the 
truubles — , and doubts inwardly , which they 
occahion to themiclys, by walking cither without, or 
contrarie to a Rule ; for give mce leav ro faic the trurh, 
that in the diſquiric of theſe things which are agitared | 
pretend ; truly | intend, and really endeavor to think 
nothing ; far leſs to ſale, or aftanie thing withouta dear 
rule; and if anje time I can give you no account of that, 
which 1 faje or do , by a Rule which —— 
forth thoſe ſpeeches and ations , 1 hope | 
bee with grace, patiently to bear the blame which 
| ſhall deſerv for fodoing ; 1 give you therefore free Jer 
to call mee to 2a account 3 for 1 know | muſt anſwer one 
daie at a greater eribunal then yours, and | connt it a faall 
matter to bee Judged by men ; it doth not trouble mee « 
all ; yet 1 ſhall never deſpiſe the judgment of anje that muy 
upon mee 4 for 1 conceiv, that God doth ſpeak unto 
mee by everic one who is conſcionable, and take's notice 
of mee , that | mate bee the more ſollicitous to approwe'n7 
waie unto him ; As | therefore am very willing to bear the 
word of the exhortation in the dutic, and motives whic 
you laie before mee ; fo 1 ſhall intrear you to do the like, 
in that which I ſhall briefly repreſent unto you. Firſt Jer mee 
intreat thoſe who delire the hand of autoritie not to bet 


heavier upon them , then as yct it hath been (fore ye 
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know of nothing don to anie) not to provoke Autori- 
tie, but to dilwade thoſe, that ſet themſelvs to incenl 
the people againſt their rulers in their pulpits ; one turbu- 
lent ſpirit in this waie will procure more wrath to all, 
then ten intercelſors can allaie; for ſuch men make chari- 
table incerceſſors aſhamed to open their mouth towards 
the Magiſtrate, ſeeing they are maniteitly ſeditious. Can 
a Magi(trate bee perſwaded to ſuffer himſelf to bee tram- 


pled !M the herce non-ſublcribers in the Ci- 
tie and Countrie from injurious, and I am conh- 
dent God will cauſ them to tnde a reciprocation of love 


from Autoriti.. Secondly, let thoſe who are not turbu- 
lent, and finde themſelvs burdened , and pinched wich 
ſtraits, bee entreated to condiſcend to the uſe of conſcio- 
nable, and rational means of caling themſelvs , which by 
aimable Treaties and Conferences rightly ordered may bee 
brought to paſs ; and what averſneſs hath been hitherto 
in ſom , againſt this waie of finding cal (though they 
have been begged to ic) 1 am loath co relate : bur if it had 
been duly enterteined , 1 am ſure miſtakes might have been 
refined , which have heightned men's ſpirits, and brought 
us to extremities. 
You maie perceiv , that my heart is enlarged towards 
you for your candor ; the Lord grant us the conduR of his 
irit, to mike uſe of each other's good inclinations to 
heats and jealoutics 3 whereunto , alchough 1 have 
oftere4 my ſelf with all the candor and humilicie that 1 
could imagine, to bee required of God, or acceptable un- 
tomen; yet I have not been ableto obtein anie reciproct- 
tion from anic of the Brethren here in London, who ditier 
in judgment about the preſent Engagement ; not ſomuch 
# one mezting , to bee able ro ſpeak togerher , though 
with much cacneſtneſs delired by mee, and whether the 
niquitie ( a: I conceiv) of this and ſom other unchrilti- 
n ulages from the brethren , hath not a licle dittempered 
ace, when | wrote the laſt piece, whereat you are now ot- 
tended, 1 cannot well tell ; burwhen 1 call my (elf to an 


«count of ym choughts , it ſeem's ſom ſuch leayen did lic 
. iN 
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then at the bottom, and was ſtirred to a of 
fermentation which brought up ſom froth : but God is 
able to turn all to the beſt, if wee deſpiſe not one anothe'rs 
admonitions , but receiv them as in his — and 
give them as in the name of Chrift in his : if theres 
fore will let mee hear from you again, and let the ©- 
ther Brethren, whom 1-am forrie to have offended , for 
want of due conlideration of all tempers , know, what | 
have ſaid for ——_ ſatisfaftion , you will oblige 
mee in the bowels of Chriſt , more and more to approve 


my ſelf, 

W:ſtminſter Sir, 

Febr. 21. Tonr faithful and affeliionate 
Awno 164}. Servant for the Goſpel of 

Peace and Truth 
Jons Dune 
The ſecond Letter. 
Reverend Sir ! 


| Kenurn you manie thanks , for your pains and patience , it 
ſeeking to give ſatirfaltion 16 the dowbrs pr d , in tht 
paper I diretied 16 you, I acquainted ſom of my godlic friends with 
it ,wbo, though they bee yet unſatiefied rowchi ng the main queſtion; 
yet moſt of them are fully ſatiefied ronebing your own cander and 
megrine, and do now think , that which you did by your aries, 
was don upon conſcrentions grounds, or not 16 ſerv the times. 1 
will not bee ſo nncivil or ® , 4s to trouble you now- wid 
anie redo replie, ( though much might bee ſaid?) tut ently 
quaint you with ſom (cruples as ftill de pinch ſum pions minds, W 
would bee glad , if they con!d meet with anic belp for the right 


—_— of them. 
F , they de not fully apprebend what you mean, by 8# 
known dutic which you often arge ; if it bee, that wer apes 
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live quietly & make no diſturbance this hath bren often offered, 
but will not ſatisfie. If it bee to ſubmit to the higher powers, be- 
can they are of God : you know a thing may bee ſaid to bee of God 
two waies, namely, eithty in regard of bis providence, or of bis 
precept. Now the difficult is, whertber providence alcne may bee 
the rule of own attions, or apprebation of other men's : if it may, 
then wee may approve of Ablolon's incef?, becauſ God [aith bee 
did it, 2 Sam. 13. 12. And (6 all evil attions of evil men ar (vid- 
ed by bus providence : If precept bee needful, they cann:t (ee bow 
the preſent bigher powers are of God : becauſ they were not called 
if God; but b»ve choſen and ſet up themſelvs in theſe places ; for 
bewever ſom of them were at firſt choſen for other purpoſes ( as to 
contribute iveir belp in making Laws , and ſeeing the Laws well 
extcuted ) yt they were never choſen to bee the ſupreme power of 
the Nation Ss that this new Government beeing neither grounded 
won the old L aw f the Nation, nor anie new agreement of their 
repreſentations (the greateſt part of them beeing either by t46- 
lence withheld, cr d-rerred from coming ) this make's it difficult to 
d:\cern how the bigher powers may bee ſaid to bee of God. 
Secondly, they think that Oatbs to God do oblige not onely for 
tte preſent, but for the future , according 19 the ſenſ wherein they 
were both impoſed and taken : *ut it was neither the intention of 
the impoſers , nor their*'s when they took them , that kinglic Go- 
vernment ſhould bee taken away , or that the preſent King and 4s 
Poſteritie ſbould bee deprived of it, but the quite contrarie; for 
they did ſwear that they would bee drawn Ly no power @n carth 
from their allegiance to them. Neither will the King's milcarri- 
ate bee a ſufficient ground to ablolo 1hem, from their Oath of Al- 
legiance to bim and bis ; beceu( the Oath ws abſolute, not conditie 
onal, Befodes look bow God commands obedience. Se they did (wee 
obedience ; but all the commands of abedience to bigher power, bcth 
in Rom. x 3. and in other places,are abſolute,and 10! 570m On: dition 
of their good carriage. In like manner, as b5y commands (erm ants 
ts bee ſubjeft to their maſters : not onely to thoſe who wore good 
«nd gentle, bat to thoſe who wire froweard. and who dil them 
wrong, 1 Pet. 2. 18. Neither would there boo anic place l:ft for 
ering, eitber by Subjetis or (ervants , if ebedience wer: one!y 
conditional. ; | 
C yg Thirdly, 
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Thirdly , They think that though they bee not competent judge; 
of State matters, yet they are competent judges of their own ati 
ons ( for which they muſt give an account to God, and they haew, 
whatever they (ball do dewbhrfully, they de finfully ( for whatever 
is nct of faith is fin) ad the owning of the preſent « of 
God is doubtful to thems , ( at leaſt) upon the grounds before wen- 
rioned. Befides, by ſubſcribing , they dos not onely own” the pre- 
ſent power , but alſo the impoſing of tbe Engogement (if not diret 
ly, yet indiretily ) which they cannot ſee bow it agree's with the 
rule that require's higher powers, ſhould bee a terror to the evil,an 
to the good, as by this means they ere, 

Fourthly, for matter of offence , they think thoſe whom the Av» 
Me bid's ws tabe bred mot 16 offend, are the weak bretbren , ww 


tee is a weak brother who think's a thing to bee « thing unlewfil 
( ſuppoſe it bee lawful) becauſ it ſeem's to bee ocaind (on rule of 
the word ( @ this Engagement feem”s to bee againſt the rule quack 
ing oaths and promiſes , that they ſhould bee kept __ Ps 
hindrance. And thus the refuſers onely, not the impoſers, or thiſe 
who bave already taken it , are to bet arcounted weak, 

Fifibly , for the judgment of the Church of Scocland, weir 
Divines, they think, that in clear evident truths, azit humane 
judgment diſſenting, is not much to bee regarded, but that in 
ficult, donbiful things the ſpirits of the Propbers ought 16 bee 
jelt to the Prophets , ef wee ſhall everibrow all uſe of Symds, 
and follow the rai of Entbuſiafts , and ſuch as think tbemſelss 
guided by an infalli ble fFirit. Thus I have been bold ts openihe 
doubts of ſor good men unts you , boping you will cnteritin then 
with ſom ſecrecie , and the like Ffirir of love and meckneſs « 
fore, and at your convenient leiſure you will not refuſe ts yield 
bem a little further belp. Our good Ged quid ws ſoin all 
thoughts and eflions, that wit may neither do, ner think anie thin 
that ma) bee d: fpleafing to bim. 


March this 2 « Y ours in the beſt bond. 
1640 


The 
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The Anſwer to the ſecond Letter. 


Reverend Sir / 
6 's late coming home, I found yours cf the 
25* of March; w | perceived that mine was 


com'n ſafe to your hands ; and that you make a charitable 
conſtruftion of the things which 1 did write unto you 
which is no ſinal refreſhment unto my ſpirit , in the mid(it 
of theſe heats wherein wee are fallen , which God hath 
ſent for our trial ; and which will bee a great advantage t 0 
the purifying of our ſouls , if wee bebave our ſelvs order- 
ly therein. As for the ſcruples which you are pleaſed to 
acquaine mee withall , that ſorn help may bee ſupplyed 
for the cleering thereof ; although they do not flumble 
mee , but mee think's 1 fee light enough through them; 
yet | cannot faie that they are not tO bee counted ſcruples ; 
or that they are eaſily to bee cleared, for Uthough to mee 
they are no great di ies 3 yet | conceiv to others they 
= bee , who refleſt not upon matters by ſuch principles 
# Ido; and with thoſe conliderations which 1 take up : 
nor is it in the of anie man, to make another ca- 
pable of his Principles and Conſiderations ; but God 
done is ableto do it ; andall that wee can bre helpful to 
one another in , is to offer to one another ſo much lighe 
as wee have received; and it wee offer it in love, withour 
partialitie , and with a true meaning to advance Righte- 
oulneſs and Holineſs, ic , by God's bleſſing, becom 
uſcful unto Edification ; chiefly, if wee ſtrive for one an- 
other towards God with our praiers, that wee may becom 
of each other's joie , through the grace which hce 
h upon us, to profit withall. 1ſhall theretore, not 
undertake to reſolv theſe ſcruples '; tor that would bee 
preſumption , Godalone can do it ; bur | ſhall humbly ot- 
fer to thoſt pious mindes , that are ſcrupled, my light ; 
with all eruch and ſinfritie , as it is in my heart ; praying 
to God, that if it bee from his ſpirit , ic may fo appear 
to them, as to clear their underſtandings from _ 
| c 
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The firſt ſcruple you mention, is concerning my ex- 
prcſhon , what mean by that known die , which [fg 
urge. 1 with you had pointed out a place or two, that [ 
might have been able ro ſpeak more diretly to yourſo- 
tistattion, then now | can do ; perhaps, I ſhall fate there 
fare , that, till1 bee rold, where that expreſſion is uſed 
( for 1 cannot readily light upon it, having curſorily 
l>ok't upon the contiderations) | think that | have meanc 
throus hout , nothing ell, bur a ſceling of tbe Peace ind 
welfare of the (ocietic wherein wee live ;, for 1 think kt 
a known datic in Chriſtianitie , that wee ſhould ſerv one 
another through love for our good ; and not bee taken 
off from this courſ, (6 far as others are capable to receiv 
good trom us , notivithitanding rhe evil which may bee jn 
them , the dutie which the Apoſtle mention's, Phil. 2.44 
15, 16. is that, which I would have all men , but chiefy 
Miniſters in theſe times to laie to heart: and you have 
the third, or fourth Edition of the Conliderations, you 
will fee at the end of it, the extrat of a Letter; 
Anſwer thereunto, which conteineth that dutie, which 
| conceiv to boe clear, and known to all, who will loot 
upon the Engagement in the obvious ſenſ thereof, 

By this you (ce , that 1 mean not onely a paſſive, but an 
ative dutifulneſs, in things good and lawful under the 
preſent powers , let theus bee what they will ; as for that 
which you {cruple , to ſubmit ro the powers , bread thy 
are of God , as it that reaſon were not ſufhcient , 
things may bee (ſaid to bee of God, cicher P ally, 
O1 Preceptively { BOW Providence £ lane ( faie you WL. 
rule of cur own aljion, or approbation of other men's. 1cot 
tels this to bee ſo. But yet 1 tinde, that the Apoſtles mw 
ſon, why bee command's all Chri(lians ro bee ſabjeſt w 
higher powers , to bee none other but this ; tis. ra 
roere is no power butt of God ; and becauſ the powers that been ti 
dained of Gol; Rom. 13-1.So that the exception whicayor 
maKe locorn's £6 mee to bee direttly as init cc Apolile's rex 
(+, ng, whi h 1 upp ol you intended nat to © , 

| it the Romane Chriſtians uadcr Nere woald kx 


di. obried 
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diſobeied lawful and Moral Commands, 


Commands, wherein the Apo- 
Cs them ſabmir , = have made your 


as fully as this is 
over us. If then the ſcru- 


make qu thepreſen his beeing 


heya ak hinge of the doube ; — 


receptively; or both waies: 
—_ Submiſſion is due, 
it, refiſt's phe nary > Sr > anc hee cher reſi 
' le. Bur will 
faie, if it bee onely of Gon fo ns Oe 
low's inceſt , and is no rule , either to warrant mine own, 
or for mee to approve other's» mens ations ? to this 1 
| Gale; it is true, when you have a precepe to walk by , you 
muſt not make God'y afts of Providence 


events, p- 

palpadeo ll —_— IIS aſtice and Judgment ; 
———_ | the ſame, but 
inrdogs lame ; ſo of Abo- 
lan's inceſt, —_—- that God's providence or- 
dered it for j over David , for a puniſhmene of his 
Adulterie ; tachates it was good; but as it was 
theeffeft of A-bitopbel's wicked Policie co make matters de- 
wg of «A cluſt, and a diſho- 
nor to his Father, and a at, irwas evil, and high- 
ly to bee condemned ; thus in the events of things betal- 
len to us, which are the changes of powers over us ; hrſt 
th King , then the Parlament then the Armie; andnow 
yu n the Parliament ; theſe events in themſelvs are net- 
good nor evil t& us, as God hath brought them avour, 
and ordered their ſucceſſion for judgment, they were all 


good ; and everic pariaboors time was to bee Gd 
mircee 


_ 


(25) 
dun eff jus , regnandi cauſa vielandum eft ;, in ceteris pictatem 
colits. Suppoſe ( | ſale ) this to bee fo ; fall 1 therefore 
faje, that they are not the preſent power, when | ſce them 
aually in full poſſeiliion of the place of all power over 
mee? or ſhall 1 faie that they are not of God ; when I 
hear the Apoſtle ng withour anie limitation in 
the negarive, firſt , there is no power 3 but of Ged; and then 
in che afhcmative ; the powers that bee, are ordained of Ged : 

all powersthen are of God one waie or other; and beei 
ofhims, | uſt not refit, but bmi in things lavrful. Look 
upon Mr Perkjns in his Treatiſe of Callings, where hce 
ſpeak's of Chriſt , and the Apoſtles ſubmicting thera(clvs 
to the that enwanct Jagto 1 and Cal- 
vow. t. lib. 4. c. 20. parag. 28. ſpeaking educbadne- 
wt, hee (et's OO power 
to bee obeied 5; hee words , eſt qui 
ratione ipſum Dominus ſtabiliat. Detuli, inquit, Nebucdadne zar: 
bo: pk quare ſervite illi & wvivite 3 cuicunque ergo delatun 
le regnam conſt abit , ei ſerviendum eſſe n+ dubitemus , atque 
fonnalac in Rey | evebit Dom'nus ; teſta- 

tan nebi; farit ſuam vobontatem, quod regnare illuam velit, &c. 
Touching the calling of theſe men to their places; 
and what the nature of their place is ; how far they are 
autorized ordinarily , or extraordinarily to make Laws, 
or (ce them executed 4; and whether by their choil they 
bee made the ſupreme power or no, is not a thing of eve- 
rie private man's cognizance, ſo as to bee bound to de- 
terminate it ; and according to his opinion , to 
dee oblip-d to alt, or not to aft for ſcience lake with 
them , or againſt them : | ſaie , to mee: ſuch conhidera- 
tions are hcterogeneal to my calling , and whatever | 
think of them, and of their calling to their places , that 
is not materjal,as co the point of dutic, which | owe them, 
 beeing in full poſſetſion of the government. As for 
themſc1vs , they think their calling doth bear chem out in 
everie thing which they have don ; and | tinde not that my 
calling doth bear mee out to argue, as ſom do, the matter 
apainit them: but If it may 3 aſatisiaftion to you , or 
2 rep 


(26) 
to others, 1 ſhall bee willing to let you know more ar 
la whae they ſaic for themſelvs in theſe particulans, 

w hich truly 1 know not how anie bodice can well anſwer; 
cob their allegations can bee anſwered or” nat, 
ic is not further by mee , then may ſerv to give 6- 
thers ſom inſight into - 4 at , which they ſeem rationally 
to alledg for themſelve. 

Thus I havetold you my ſenſof your firſt ſcruple; the 
ſecond is concerning Oarths. The Ouths 
which men make one t0 another, are obliging, or not ob» 
liging , according to the 1 - ww and lawtalneſs of 
the intentions of thoſe, that impoſe and take them; 
[ conceiv, the taker of an Oath is no _— 
the intention of the impoſer , then cither 
preſſed by him in the words of the oath ; or in fo 
ous, or Declaration , ——_— 
ker ; or then the caker rr ey ear pt< 
thereunto : therefore to prevent miſtakes, 1 did rr 
own part, both in the national Covenant, and ia this En+ 

declare my por cndinntineta takipg them ; 


and 
to 
en- 
Je 


ble z wr S vor 1 impoler of the oath 
to him that cake's it, ) then che ion muſt bee, whe- 
ther in ſuch caſe the taker is not ram 
tion ? there bee maniechings in the National Covenant of 

different natures ; ſom are by circumſtances changeable, 
ſom altogether unchangeable , the Relation which the 
ewo Nations have each to other ; ; if citherof ay ns ge 
break it { as it is in the power of all Rulers, to 
keep entire friendlie relations with their neighbor 
ons)how far the other is bound to keep ity] think itnor dib 
heule to bee determined, friends —_ ; and | can bee 


10 longer in arelation of friendſhip to anie, then heewil 
own 


| (27) 
conn Soha if he break *.is Covenant there- 
fore, and himſelf an enemie to mee, 1 am not bound 
anie longer by the tie of that Covenant to bee his friend : 
[ other ties of an higher nature may bee upon mee, to 

mee from becing his enemie : for there is a mid'ſt be- 
tween _ and hoſtilitie ; and if the Rulers of the 
State, wherein 1 live, bring mee under a National relation 
with a neighbor Nation, to bee in friendſhip with it at 
one time 3 and at another rime bring mee to contrarie re- 
lation towards it; 1 conceiv that 1am concluded by what 


of public concernment 3 wherein, | by my place am to 
bee concluded by others that are over mee ; 1 think my 
elf free from perjurie, if a change fall out therein , ſo as 
19 make mee incaq 


to rms the intentions oncz 
3 {imcerely 


(2$) 
lincerely taken np ; for the intention of the taker of «n 
oath breing contftant, and (incereto that which hee kath 
promiſed , according to the circumſtances of matters which 
then were in beeing, when the promite was made,doth &- 
foly him before God, and his own conſcience, from per 
jurie z for hee will profeſs himſelt alwaies bound to prof 
cute the ſame intention, and will endeavor it to the ueroft 
of his abilicie, ſolong as thoſe circumſtances laſt, which 
make the intention lawful and poſſible ; but if the dv 
cumſtances which made his intention lawful at firſt, bee 
afterward altered ſo , that the intention doth becom wn- 
lawful, if proſecuted under thoſe circumſtances; then k 
is no breach of promiſe in him, if hee doth not 
his firſt intention ; for it is not lawful fo to the 
ſecution of anie ou tward hamane buſineſs ; as to oi 
our ſelvs, in what caſes and circumſtances ſotverto 
low ; Conſcience can bee obliged to follow nothingſo& 
folurely , but the will of God ; and although no rondith | 
on bee expreſſed in promiflorie oaths when they arcuken, 
et in the verie narare of them, the conditions | 
tart + are implied , wndneed never to bet ment 
oned : if you will now applie theſe pofitions to your & 
cond ſcruple , and refleft upon the intentions 
were taken up rewards the King's Perſon and Aurorite,s 
circumſtances then were ; and the obligation Ih pris 
{ons.fach as wee are,to No ok _—_ - 
are, will aps hnde light to cal you of yoor 
in en Fe I ſhall for mine own part dedlare 
that, if things were now as formerly they were, when the 
Covenant was offered , 1 wonld finde my (elf dbliged to 
proſecute rhe effeftrhereof, in reference to So 
as then 1 was bound to do ; but things beeing fo 
that there is no King in beeing ; but another Government 
over mee, | am abſolved from the former relation; 
that manage publick affairs, and obliged ro ned the 
daties of a rrue Chriſtian , and good Subjeſt, inder the 
preſent relations wherein Cod hath ſet mee. ' Ag for 
that have taken away that objet of wy tormer ay 


4% = DJ ,” £2 —O_ " Wa mm —— —_ _ 
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which went under the name of _ , and -1t 4 np» 


intention , by thei; 


their Adminiſtrations ; if they in making the change did 
according to that, which they thoughe in conſcience to 
bee theie dutie, they will fare the better for ic in the end : 
but if they. bed another to diſcharge their con- 
ſcience in their dutic, it will bee worl wich them ; and this 
is all that 1 am bound to faie for them , as to this in gene- 


ral. 

of your Scruple on this SubjeRt 
the falts of other men ( which arenot your 
the guilt which they to have incurred 
at from Monarchie to Democra- 


tothe King and 
his Poſteritie ; and that theit was notto deprive, 
but to poeſae cheling nil eBeries ſanhele ern- 
ment. I confeſs it was fo; and yet you fee that the rela- 


tion once intended to bee mainteined towards him and 
his Poſteritie is alcered 3 and if you ask them the Caul , 
CG that they have altered their intention 


npon warrantable grounds ; as that 
the nature of their Ineens bd and his 
poſteritie was not abſolute , but z that in the 
heli —_ Oath efAlbeince ol 
underftood in iance are expli 

duly mentioned: that his( viz. the King's ) Croſs wal- 
ye theſe Conditions ( although intended to 
their Allegiance ) hath forced them from it , a= 

mink cheir will , that icis no power , nor fear that hath 
bop eo lege chi eu; ciarey will 

to eruſt ; £ wi 

ſaie; and they will denie that which you ſaie,that the Oath 
Was meant and without all reſpeft ro Condiri- 
ons; as if ſhould have been due unto him with- 
out anic to his Legal ſanding and Capacitie; and 
it 


(30) da 
if Allegiance was onlie due to him in this "—_ then ic 
was firlt due to the Law it felf ; and to the 


him to tand without a foundation or is jre7f gn 
This they will 
teration. A 


upon Condition of their good carriage: that it is comman- 
ded as that which Servants ow to froward Maſters ; Ram. 


£3. & 1 Pet- 2. 18, (1 fay )to this they will confeſs, that 
ſuch a ſabjetion is indeed Commanded 


is 


ore called the Parlament a Societie of 400 Kings, 
and himfelf for the time as no bodie: for hee isbutas a 
Servant to ſee the laws which are made cxecared ; but that 
the truſtees and repreſentatives of the Nation have the law- 
making power in them by the law of nature and the pot 
tive Law of the Land, Andlaltly when faie that 
there will be no place left for ; if obedience ber 
only conditional , they will cell you that Parliaments are 
not called by God and nature , nor in the incencion of the 
Nation to ſuffer, but to reftifie the Ciaſes of unjuſt fut- 
terings; and to reduce the exorbitanceof Kings intos 
right order. Now when they, who are in places ous 


(31) 
all chis , who is it amongſt the private Subjefts that 
- juſtly yn with them? or controle —_— 
hee have an immediate Commiſſion to them from the moit 
zand if none withour ſuch a Commilſion is obliged 
them, their failings are no matter of ſcruple to a- 
man's Conſdence,they may bee a matter of grief 


praier for them, m, for why mul | be ſcrupled at doing 
= becauſ I ſuſpet another 
hath not don whom yer I am nor ſet to bee a 


— Toy this; that all Subjedts are to be al- 
lowed a Competencie of judgment concerning their own 
ations, though not of State-marters : becauſ unto God 
they are accountable for what{oEver they (hall do : and if 
Eo Sens, , they fin. Now the owning 
is doubctull to them; it 
the forementioned grounds of ſcruple 
fo — they will hn; it is therefore neceſſarie tor 
them either to have the of their ſcruple cleered or 
not to own them, if the doubt cannot bee cleered. 
Toall this | ſball faie; thatit is a truth that men muſt 
beeallowed to bee Judges of their 0wn ations , and that 
r__ ah ing _o_ Faith, it is fin in them, if 
they are in doubt of that which is offered to bee 
_ Ithink they bony wp iu the doing thereof, 
eat roo tho ic without fin. But 
HET are = to uſe means to have 
one waie or other; and that in the uſe 
not to intangle their Conſci- 
matters which are beyond the 
hero thn ating "ge; Hat _ calyx --e—& in- 
quire what cheig, own dutle is in their ſpecial ings ; 
and if the Pe would have don this ; or could have 
been perſwaded tohave entred upon anie rational courC 
tending to accompliſh this. I am confident much of the 
danger , if not alt, whereinto they have caſt themſelves 
and the publick, might. have been prevented , and they 
cleered in the ſcruples which _y entertain and put ioto 


the 
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the heads of other men. 1 ſpeak this concerning ſotn;whoſt 
attings 1 know have'had a great influence upon 
whoſe ſernples have run one upon the i 
Stare-matters , whereof they werenot at all made 


: , 
: 


either in publick ro cenſure thoſe that ts the 
ſame ; or otherwiſe to poſſeſs CSS 


nifter informations with jealoulies againft them; if: 

had not made themſelves cmomoarelor nc I this mateer, 
but wonlkd have conteined their thonghts within theirrown 
limics, and the bounds of the Rule ; they would have 
vented the mare's , whereinto by ſire corthherarions 
have bronght their own Conſciences , und"the 
ences of others that reſpeft them 3 for mine own' pert,” 
did endeavor ( foreſceing that the cuftom/ alreadie taken 
ap ro medle tn thefe matters , wonld aporr this vecafion 
bee more then ever foHlowed ) to prevent the further pro- 
ict ; of torake off by conſcionable' nites ſom that wete 
ro0 much inclined rhat waje , by a Treatiſe upon that Sub- 
jetty, firſt In brief, ave more at large Gs _ 
look't upon as atime-lervin ice: « dot to 
ful L lkinceh for he eh dry +,”when 
the Houf of Parliament began ty eonlider”df un 
ment, as a pronnd to fettle matters'ahd' the mIndey if nich, 
to entertein q marual relation of friendſhip one with "an 
other, in a Common-wealth-wale” ; before the Engape- 
meh: was publiſhed while's men were- full -of fears, and - 
apprehenſions abour it , what It re ect} nt; 1 
negotiate with fom of onr thief g men, for a 
conference, to bring on, with their concurrence,a T reatir, 
between godlic and diſſenting Brettiren , "Teſt new 

encies ( as is fallen our ) wee might bee 

rably diſtrafted , and divided within '6ur'6wn thooghts, 
and towards one another ; or rather from each other by 
jealouſics to incline them hereunto,] did repreſent, that no- 
thing would bee our preſervation , but our right under- 
{tanding of one another in that wherein wee =—_ 
to hold forth our union therein to all theworld; and our 
determination of ſom regular conrſto prevent _ 


(33) 
and breaches for the things wherein there might bee ſon 
diſagreement , and diveriitic of opinions, which upon 
new emergencies might ariſe, or bee catt in perhaps to di- 
videas ; here then | propoſed this Method , feeing it was 
apperent enough, thac Satan's aimin all thete confulions, 
was, to overthrow the profeſſion of Chriitianicie, and pur 
down the Miniſterie thereot by gaining, and taking an 
opportunitie in this change of Government, and time of 
keentioufneſs , to vent all manner of daninable Herelics 
againſt the fundamental Truths , which are atrer' godli- 
neſs in Chriſt Jeſus ; Firſt by dividing the mindes of the 
witneſſes of this Truth about outward concernments, one 
from another , ſo that they ſhould not bee able, or wil- 
ling to concur, or agree, about that which is their great 
and main concernment , iz. The teſtimonie of Jeſus. 
Secondly, by making them, through the negle& of their 
main concernment , (viz. the teitimonie of the life and 
death, and Reſiirreftion of Feſws, and of the Covenant of 

1cr,berween God and us in him)to becom contemptible 
to the world ; and through their medling with heterogene- 
al concernments of the world, to becom an cie-fore, and 
it objeft of jealoulic to the ſecular Powers. Thirdly, 
7 ingagin them into parties about State-affairs , to 
make Fe tinp-leaders of deſigns,” or at leaſt, to ber 
cornted fuck '( which izalmo{t'all one, as ro his end) thac 
the guile of publick evils , and miſcarriages, _ bee jnw- 
puted nhto them more then to others. Secing (1 faie )thele 
were Satan's aims ; I propoſed this Method-tor us, to pro- 
ceed in ſom conference, tending to prevent the evils, and 
to ſettle us in an agreement abour furre proceedings. 

Firſt, that wee ſhould confider and refolv, how to pro- 
ceed unanimouſly, as one man, by undoubted fcripeural 
Rules, in oppoling fundamental Herefies, and upholding 
the fundamental traths of Chriftianitie, and the praftice 
of podHnefs. 

Secand'y, that wee ſhould conſider and refoly , how to 
own unanimontly , and upon what und:niable grounds, 
to profeſs our beeing in the Miniſteric 4 what to own 

FE. 2 therein ; 


- -- 


-_ 


(34) | 
therein , as jure Divine ; and what to acknowledg to bee 


_—_ al. 

hirdly, that wee ſhould conſider and refoly , how to 
maintein the Engagement which wee lie under , by reaſon 
of the National Oath, and Covenant ; what as to 
us, in theſe times is altered ; and what for ever is unaltera- 
bly to bee proſecuted. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, that wee ſhould conſider, and 
predetermine, incaſe a new mm offered ( for 
when 1 made theſe propoſals toſom, the Engagement was 
not yet voted ) by what Rules wee ought to walk; to bee 
able ro finde out the inoffenfive waie of doing our dutic 
cowards. all, aſwel Superiors as equals. 

Theſe propoſals were made to more then one or two , 
as preparatives to bring on an t,between the dif- 
ſenting godlie parties about Church-Government, and 
Diſcipline : that the dore which their divihon hath 
ed, to let in all manner of diſorderlines, in the 
of Religion , might bee ſtop't at laſt , and Satan loſe che 
advantages which hee hath gotten thereby againſt us : but 
they were not hearkned unto : either, becauſl was look't 
upon as a ſtranger; or as a ſubtil man that ſerved State- 
—_— — — — my ſelf, and made this 
ori —__ d — 7 Pre. 

pirits were ftrai , an wi 

ho —_ could not bee raiſed to an impartial 
contemplation of that which was truly publick, and then 
ſeal to bee don. Bur if theſe matters had then been 
thought upon, or could yer bee determined, ſo,as to cleer 
our judgments to one another ; and to all the world, in 
that which concern's our dutie in our ſphere of afting ; 
withour reflefting upon others", in that whereof wee are 
not made their judges ; there would not bee ſo much ani- 
moſitie , and ſo manie miſtakes, and deſtruftive jealou- 
hes, asnow are a ſt us; nor could wee bee ſo much in 
the dark, and under ſo manie ſcruples, and ſnares of con- 
ſcience as now wee do lie , for want of following this me- 
thod of proceeding in determining the matters , whereof 

wee 
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wee are made competent j 3 for if wee had ju 
theſe matters by the Rules and Principles, wherein | 
lafip aged or did yet exerciſe our ſelvs by the right uſe 
of thele Rules and Principles, to judg our own aftions in 
theſe matters , rather then other men's failings from their 
duties, wherein to us they are not accountable, wee would 
finde light to walk in theſe occaſions without doubring ; 
and ſee caul, to calt oft the ſcruples which are raiſed upon 
the grounds before mentioned ; as beeing matters whereof 
wee are not competent judges,and without the conliderati- 
on of which , our aftings relating to the publick, may, and 
ought to bee regulated : and can bee regulated by the rati- 
onal and conſcionable dilquirie of the forenamed propo- 
Gals ; which 1 have offered now unto you, as formerly to 
others, that you may ſee, that] am ſo far from reſtraining 
my brethren to bee judges of their own atings ; 
that it hath been one of my deſigns , to bring them to a 
regular waie of judging thereof ; that they might not walk 
doubcfully therein, as now they do. 

Thoſe beeing thus at large premiſed to what 1 
am about to ſaie, for the ——_——y your thicd ſcruple ; 
0 , her the former { 

, concerning teration of the government againit 
the oath of ce, taken by thoſe that did alcer it; is 
not raiſed in us,by a judicature of State-matters, whereof 
you confeſs us not to bee competent judges : and if no 
competent judges , then ( 1 faie ) no judges at all; to de- 
hne matters with reference to our conſcience, to ſaic, whe- 
ther they have don well or ill ; bur muſt ſaie they ſtand 
or fall, to their own maſter in this buſineſs of the alterati- 
on of Government, 1 may, as arational man, and a Sub- 
jet concerned in et Gmmn-actfce. look upon 
their ations in inn the government, with the cle and 
I t of diſcretion, to diſcern what they faie , and 
what they do for the alteration : but when 1 am gon to the 
utmoſt extent of my diſcerning facultie, yer I muſt make 
none other definition , but ſuch as keep's my conſcience 


free from beeing obliged, ro give a ſentence which will 
E 3 ſcruple 


- 
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ſcruple mee in the points of datie towards ther, lf they 
faie that the judicature of all the King's ations doth be- 
long unto them, as they are the Repreſentatives and Tru- 
ſtees of a free Nation , which hee was eo govern by Laws, 
which they ſhall chuſe, and norby will ; and that hee for 
raiſing war againſt them , and retuling to give - account 
of his aſtions, (to thoſe whom they apporned asjudge in 
their name , tocall him to an- account of « en- 
terpriſes ) hath been deprived of the government where- 
with hee 'was intraſted , -and of his life, and that , asin 
Caſes of Treaſon, by the Law &f "narnre, and of N 

the prerogative which hee T6ſt 'for himſelt , way alſo fur 
feiced for his itie ; and ther their proceedings apdin 
Irim, and Ger wouldfoppaee him in his pretended in- 
tereſt of abſoluteneſs, above Parlaments, oro 

dencie from them ; are ſach as they will anſwer © God 
for; and as they will undertake to ſhew cheir grounds of, 
before all the world , and it according to theſe ſayings, 
they do make Laws, to ferle os in another relation-one 
to another , and under thtemiclvs { that is under the'can- 
ſtant government of raw mn without « King, 
and Honſ of Lords; WC(1 faie) 1 can clearly difcern , that 
they faic, and do all this, without turbalencie of fpirit, 
in a wate of coonſe;, rationally and orderly deftaving 
themſeclvs ; looking afwel to God, 2s to meh , and pro- 
feſſing according to their Tighe, a willingneſs ro Keep a 
good conſcience towards both , at all cimes, if ( again} 
ſaic ) when | uſe the judgment of diſcretion, T fnde things 
thus conſtituted with them , what ſhall 1 ale other, but 
that this thing is of God ; that his will muft ber don in 
earth as in heaven ; that power beloneeth unto him, and 
that hee exalteth over the Kinzdoms of men, whomſo& 
ver" hee pleaſerh : If 1 ende them by theſe Principles, and 
aftines in their places of truſt over mee, t5 intend order» 
lie courſes 3 and mind: the thinys belonsins ro common» 
ſafetic ; | cannot fee what warrant 1 have to difown them 
to bee of God. Sure 1 am, excert Cod had difowned 
the King's exercife ot power , and blaited his Countfels, 


, (97) 

and given him up to theſe men, to bee judged by them, as 
_ conld have don ny ; if then 
God hath ditowned him, anfowned theſe in the light of 
all che world, and doth intruſt them with the management 
of all publick aftairs; who aml, to take upon mee to dil 
own t in the 'places wherewich they are aftually pale 
felled , Thad a commilhon from him, to let them 
ſee, that either their Principles of afting arc not allow. 4 
by him, or chactheiraftings arcrnor according to their 
Principles t'butit 4 am notutabled 10.do either of theſe 
wo'{'bacracher am convittet that the Principles , which 
they have taken up, are of Ag0d. in them4 and that their 
aingn'y chele- ples ,- with Gounk}, and courage, 
by con erin him , have-been carried on 'ig 
1m ordertie-coarſ co this by his- Providenge; then I 
multown ken thas far to bre of God 4' and lnak upon 
them as inſtruments in his hand ; ©:bcing! abour this al- 
teration of attairs, to fulhl- tis judgments -one waie; his 
mercies another waic,. and\ both waics, his decermined 
Counſel , which hath mee under their power , 
and doth @bordinate:mee in. my \ calling ander their, act- 
ings, todomy dutic without grudging ,; or murmucing, 
without diſputing and ſcrupulolati ing barmleſs and 
blaweltfs in my waie, as it becometh a cbild of God,hold- 
ing forththe word of lite and light ,- as. he rule of my 


"Thus zther'# conclude theſe. grounds ; that if | 
45 own them in their places by anie dutiſul aftings in my 
cilling, 1do not fin ; but rather fulfil chat which 1 am 
bound to think ( according to the judgment of diſcretion 
concerning them 4; and the definicive judgment of dutie 
in Chriftianitie concerning my felf ) is the will of God, 
andthe work of my preſent calling; for it I by doing my 
datie, and having none other aim, but ro at within my 
ſhbere; do eventually fer them up, and own them in their 

aces 3 I muſt attribute that unto God's ordering 0: mat- 
ters; and leav the eftetthereof unto him z; bur it 1 thuuld 
think, that becauſ 1 ſuppoſe ſuch an event will to:luw , 


_ that 


n my attings ; but the a 
framed to my (elf, upon a 

ſom event, which I would not have com 
etfeft, it is as much as if 1 had ſaid thus ; 1 


the i T4 
dborty «rpm 
, that 's bigber powers ſbould re @ terror ts 
evil, not ts the good,” x by this means they are. 
If in the firſt part of the ſfuple, when you faid.chat though 
private men bee 116 competent judges of State=rratters, yet 
they are competent j of their own attions;you man 
by their own ations, their owning or diſdwniag the pre- 
ſent power, vie..thar they wereto judg whether 
the preſent power was to bee owned or diſowned by thews 
ſclvs,yea,or no ; | ſhall in ſor fenſ grant chis;as thas. Firk, 
that they "were definitively to determine with chemſcin, 
what everie private man is bound to do, as a Chriſtian to- 
wards the preſent powers,to own them or diſown thens,ac- 
c..rding to the Rule of obedience,preſcribed by God inthe 
word. Secondly,that they were alſo definitively todetermine 
with themſelvs, what the preſent powers are, that are aft» 
ally over them , who are obedierially tro bee owned of 
dilowned. In theſe ewo cafcs it is cleer , — 


_ = 
muſt bee allowed to MCG aunty bee te 
power, andby what Rule of obedience hee ought to walk 
under him , as owning him in his place; but if the ſen 
bee chis , that everie man is co tly to judg his own 
ations, in reſpet of the confequence which they may 
have, towards the owning, or the diſowning of the pre- 
ſent powers z and accordingly as hee ſhall ſee cauſ, ro own 
them or diſown them, that hee may af or not at, as hee 
ſhall think his ation conducing to one or the other end ; 
ſo that the aim of owning or of diſowning ſhall becom the 
meaſure of the refticude of his ations: if (1 Ge ) this 
bee the meaning of thoſe words, then | muſt detie anic man 
to bee a competent judg of his own aftions : for no man 
isro judg of the reQitude , or unrighteouſneſs of his aRi- 
ons by the eventualitie thereof, which hee may le 
unto himſelf will follow : for in this ſenſ 1 take the Pro- 
words: O Lord ' I know that the waie of man is not in 
imſelf ; it is not in man that walketh to dire} bis fteps. This is 
true, as to the event; no man candireft anie which 
Ent wns no- 
evencualitie thereof, in his own . 
fron, but hee is bound to meaſure ic bY I Pre. 
cept, and in this ſen the contrarie is true, viz. It is in 
man that walkerh to diredt his ſteps, elſ chis promiſe would 
bee in vain : Hee that ordereth bis converſation aright , (ball ſee 
the ſalvation of God, Pal. 50. 23. and the t5 
See that yee walk, ciremnſpelily, dug; not as fools, but as wile, 
Epheſ. 5. 15. it is therefore in a man as his dutie, to di- 
ret his ſteps by a rule, but it is not in himſelf ar all to di- 
ret his ſteps to anie event whatſoever ; for it is ſaid, thar 
man's goings are of the Lord; how can a man then underftand bus 
1 waits, Prov. 10. 24. God's providence doth order all 
men's goings to his ſecrer:ends , and by his own counſcl 
to determined effets ; therefore it is nor poſſible for a 
man to underſtand the eventual tendencie of his own 
waiez and if jt is not le for him to underſtand this, 
then it is not lawful for him to meaſure, or judg the na- 
ture of his ation by chis now if 1 do not miltake the 
matter and meaning of this (cruple, it ſeem's ficit to = 
F that 


Fa, 10.2JZ- 


(49) 
that for them, to own the preſent powers to bee of 
is a fin 5 upon this account ; becaul it is doubtful = 
upon the grounds before mentioned : (which were pure 
rmqny wp gap Fog mg Rnd oe. 
they may do nothing , which in judgment 
to Own > wget nt pm no com 
ent j of State-matrers , yet are competent 
—_ ir own ations; and if judg their own 
ations to bee PLIES God : then to 
them, to do theſe ations is a in 1 conſequently, 
mult abſtain from them, ape bars apes} a. 
bee never fo good ; onely they judg them to have « 
tendencie eventually to ſpeak , own fuch a 
whereof doubt , and which would not have 
them to ſpeak ; therefore they think bound in 
conſcience to abſtain from them, which | think is a great 
miſtake, as hath been ſhewed ; and this 


already 
the the that in the aftof 
miſtake, gmmgy ed ſcraple afllert's, 


is more hin then in other 


you , 


the rule 

$ as by this means they are. If 
you had aid, becaul cannot fee anjc 
in the to bee agreeable tothe rule of a 
ſtian's ing , or the dutie of Subjects ro the higher 
powers , the reaſon would have been to my j a- 
tisfaftoric ; and wee muſt have examined the nature of the 


things required in the Engagement ; ro know whether they 
were inconfiſtent with the rules of Chriſtianitie , and the 
Dutie of Subjefts; and v the diſcoverie of what 
meant by beeing true and faithful to the Common-wealth, 
2+ it is now ettablithed, without a King and Houſ of Lords 
wee might have com to for mma ater 


(4r) 
had been fonnd in theſe words a fenſ confifent with 


= > —_— —_ 
frxed material Engagement; which 
bene mebeats pn ſee what wee thereby are 

todo; and fo accordingly to reſoly ro bee cn- 
thereutto 2 but ic is fixed up- 
is made of the intention of the 


digs powers tn poor ees _—_—_— and upon 
the diſagreement of that by the fall 
ofthe b. arg pe bb thelr cal- 
ire of them. Now to mee a (cruple fo fixed 
rejefted : becauf T finde it not lawful for 

cicher of their intentions ; or 
particular 


On = nate 
rules of their calling , L may them as well as other 
men whac their intencions ought to bee 4 and how they 
ſhould cake heed co the rale of their Calling 3 orjne 
and to do in theſe; but in Hyperbeſs to judg polt- 
tively what their intentions are (except | were one of their 
Counſel ) and what their aftings arein order toa rule 
(excepe | were made acquainted with all the Cirenmftances 
of their ſtare )) is aching which 1 dare not undertake ; far 
atmarns om br ct > ag) we, yr ee 
cerniag their imentions or atings, be obliged to 
mine own reſolution from doing the duties of my calling, 
or ſcruple my Conſcience about ating things Tawfall ir! 
my place. I darenot ſay then , that by the means of the 
they cither intend to bee, or are a terror 
ike gooBind noeroheevillconrary to the rule geen 
by Godto higher powers. But 1 look upon the impoling 
none man diſcretion , to bee a thing , 
_— k abſolutely neceſſaric for common ſafetie; 
and preſs with a fevere penaltie : which | maſt 
leay them to anſwer for , if there be no ſuch necefſitie; but 
in the definitive judgment of Chriſtianitie, as the engage” 
ment relat's eo mee , 1 —_ in it; whaounto © 
2 


(42) 


am required to ob ſelf 3 which in ConſGience 1 can- 
not refuſe to 651 3 Slee with ll ry 
to perform the Dutie which the law of and 
of a good Subjeft doth What Conſequences may 
follow upon , and what others may make 
of this my ation , 1 am not lollicitous of, look tono- 
thing r then to the warrantableneſs of that which 1 
do at preſent. For av in reaſon, Ex vers 161 nifi vernn ; $0 
in moralitic and Chriftianitie Ex bone x! m:fi bominn (equitir 


ſe. 

As for matters of offence( the ſubjeft of fourth 
Scruple) which may follow per accidens upon faxwful ati 
ons, in ſom Calſcs they are unavoidable; for if1 chink 1 
am. ie Conſcience bound to do ſoaxhing as a Dutie, and 
another bee (© weak as to bee offended at mee for doing it, 
how can this offence bee avoided ? muſt 1 negleR a durie, 
and wound mine own conſcience , becauſ another is of 
fended at that wbich 1 40? If hee bee fo unreaſonable as 
not to let mee have the [ibercic 1 keep a Conſcience; 
in following the diftates thereof for wy (elf; muſt 1bee o 
q— libertic to his weaknels? 
In matters indifferencie where 1 may chuſe to do, or 
not to do ; and where nothing elſe com's in 


ſpiritual inconvenjencie ; but ins Caſe the 
which 1 dp incur , is not at all bodilie, but 
law of Charitie can oblige mee to undergo it ; for no man 
can bee pleaſured or edited by my (piritual 
this is to ſhew why none ought to bee offended at mee 
doing that which 1 think is my Dutie. And why if ani 
bee offended , 1 nevertheleſs muſt own that which | have 
don and let them know , that the offence is not given, 
but unjuſtly taken. But your 4* Scruple run's upon #- 


whal ( which is 
may ſeem contrarie to a rule of the 
As in this Caſe of the engagement ; the rule of 
Oaths and promiſes ſeem's to bee violated ; which a man 
do hearly\ 
part, y wiſh and praie to God 
that the ſpicit of Chriſtian compaſſion ont, we ak 
us; and that the Non-ſubſcribers may not onely bee look't 
and ſubſcribers 


adefign that moſt men contradift the Subſcription of the 
: | rruly beleev it, to bee that ſcruple which 
allege in moſt of the Miniſters , it not in all that are 
Godlie ; but the violenceand crols aftings of ſom doth 
bring an invincible prejudice againſt all. 
As for theſe that are in places of power to provide for 
hey faiero this: that it isa matter of 


thereof ; and therefore 
their cruſt , but muſt Indiſpenſably endevor the preſer- 
ntion of the publick by this means ; and if cheir Conſci- 
exce bee as ſtrongly engaged one waic,as the other's are a- 
nother way, oCancth in view , but a friendlie treatie to 

the inconveniencie of mutual offences, and further 

; that miſtakes may bee removed and differences re- 
conciled : which 1 ſhall not ceaf to for to God and 
Solicite towards men. 3 The 


(44) 
The laſt z or rather of yours in an. 
fwer to what | ens A » | ſhall noc comtradift; 
for | willingly confeſs, that in doubeful matters and diff 
cule caſes the ſpirits of Prophers ſhould bee ſubjet 
the Prophets : only admit of the limitation which I did 
add in my former expreflion ; that no Church, far leſs s 
forreign Charch, ought to bee made a of Civil 
Sanftions in a ſtate. But that the ſpirits of ought 
to bee SubjeRt to the Prophets , Is one of the grear 
damentals which I mainly pre(s as a means to reftifie our 
endles diſputes : nor is anie man more aver\ from enthuſ> 
afticall fancics then 1 am; yer] amnot led by any impli- 
cite faith or ation of my judgement to other men's0» 
pinions : but 1 light from them; and when 1 find that 
upon Conference | can neither bring them to my ſenſ,nor 
they mee by Convittion of my Jadgement to their's,[ think 
it my Dutie to be filent , and ro ſuſpeft mine own 
as that which may bee wrong , although | cannot fee itto 


bee fo. 

You may perceiv by the largeneſs of my diſcourſ upon 
the heads of theſe that my ſpirit 1s not ſtraitnedin 
Lovetowards the 


that defire ſom help; which 
I ſaid at firſt,God only can matotehebubng 
and of all good gifts; and if wee laic one another's 
to heart with tendernes and meeknes , and cal upon 
one for another , wee may hope that hee will bleſs our gifts 
for mutual advantage. The fecrecie and cauticuins 
which is requitit in this buſineſs you may aſſure your (elf 
of,with all fidence ; as alſo of all duties andoF 
—— which in the fear of God may bee ex{pefied 


$ James Tour affeHionate Brother in Corill 
April 1650. Joun Dr xik 


Poſtſcript 


(45) 
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Poſtſcript. 


You! came to my hand on the 28. March, the next 
ic | begun to anſwer it, but I was obliged to go out 
of the rown the ſame daic , towards night, which inter- 
__ my ng for a few daies , and occafioned a 

, which 1 would not dave you to impure to anie 
wwuillingneſs to ſerv you ; but chief intent of this 
Pelferiph, is now not to excule this flow return ; bur to 
mike ſom addition to that , which may bee your ſatista- 
Hon concerning the firſt ſcruple. For lince | wrote that 
which here is aid , concerning the _ you make; 
wht 1 mean by that known dutie which I often wrge ; 1 have 


= __ the fals, to which you 
no ) allude. It is in pag. 10. 11- and 
there my meaning is, t6 call that a cleer and known du- 
te, which in the ſecond Seftion of the Humble Propo- 
uls is confeſſed , to bee from the light of nature , from the 
Aaipment of the Learned, from the pratiice of Chriſtians in for- 
ar age; , from their own Principles , and from their for- 
nld I conſonant to the will of God ; viz. that they 

ve quietly and peaceably in their places and callings, - 

to ſwcd tdings as are i » or required of them, 
papain which are in fot ar ob beeing in rn, 
lafol ond neceſſaric , to the _ ++ our ſelvs and #ther 5: 
which may bee don ( fic they ) without 7 the right and 
ie of thoſe that are in place. To do this, the hum- 
de s themſelvs thus acknowledg upon ſo manie 
» to bee a dutie of Subjefts rowards Superiors, 
Who have none other cleer title, but atual )1 
there call the cleer and known dutic , which 
Engagement doth , Which therefore ought 

bee ſcrupled ar, ofe who are willing to per- 
frm this dutie. For if it bee freely acknowledged up * 
® {o manic cleer grounds , that the ara) er 


(46) x 
aftual without into their ticle, ſhould 

roar xr yeh vr for common pre- 

ſervation ; then there is no caul for anie man to 
at the ; forthe Engagement by the cleer 
of the w and the whole tenor of the AQ, by which 
it is impoſed , doth require nothing more then in this ac- 


nie grounds toevidence it ; and | call it known,becauſ they 
themſelvs fo fully confeſs it Beſides the former delaie,there 
hath been ſiep in the (low tran of theſe 
former ſheets : that I might have a copie of them by mee; 
for my man chat them out, hath not the hand of z 
readie writer; yet <0 loſt, and 1 aſſure you, 
if anie bee, ir is not willingly. 


Your brother and ſervant 
St James”; this 9* in the 
April 1650. 


Journ Durizn 


F OI 


—— 


The third Letter. 


Reverend and worthie Sir ! 


Muſt ftil! rerun you menie thanks, and achnewledg my eld 

mach obliged to you, that you are ro adic to beſtow ſuch rarwearied 
pains , im performing an office of love 16 your week, bretires: 
you needed not to have FFoken anie thing towching the long flare of 
your Lener 5 for I bad reaſon to wonder rather it came fo four, ; 
confidering you bad taken ſuch pains in it ; mine bad been rar: | 
ned ſooner to you , but that I defired ſom friends might rf hoe 
« fight of yours, that I might know their thoughts about it ; for 
my ſelf I may maly (aie , that I bave al oy 1+" od for Ju 
labors , and from that light which I bave received from thes; 
ſom of my goed friends are new ſatiefied in the buſineſs; on 


(9) 
in their former dewbts, and can- 
I finde it to bee true which 
4 priviledy longing to God alone arm or Yew 
| to , bt to fatirfhe t 
jo EE FE at 
everie man's underſtanding , and can it which 
dee pleaſeth ; ſo 5 that argionent => of nl py verie 
to one man , 's another ſeem's to bave line ftrength in 
ht: fer dbnlion which jeem's 10 one verie fit for cleering of 
ſeruples, doth ſeem to another to beve litile ſoliditie in it 
that if wee will not violate the rule f love, wee = be 


pm vwinny — a worſ , | their 


xs 3 ugh oe beſt things as our own. Give mee 
therefore to commend it to you, as 4 principel office of (dri- 
aro ts do what lic's in you to take off the thoughts of 
ET nh Lent w1- 
, that ſuch who the ingagement, do 
; , but wilfulneſs : ſuch «a perverſ prin- 
on the Prelates in times z to the violent per- 
Non-conformiſts becau (they baving ſaid much 


low ceremonies Nithey took it 


« granted, that 
SEES and 
not cat he tenderneſs ; and awe |b 


Gen. Give nee leav briefly ts tell you what it is, that - edt 


ied. Tuleein 
thering taken as granted , that King and Lords , and 
ry ts Finer of Frome ma be fu ſubordinate 19 the pub- 
oe» Jo muſt bee judges 7 what make's moſt for the 
ſafetie , but the major pert of cur repreſentatives , 
hoy len for tht purpoſe, who when the Houſ war full and , 
(a before Italdyw ) declared it ts bee moit for the publick, [afe- 
be, fry ty King upon the beft terms they could, and that 
fee hl br full com imunce both of bim, and the Houſ of 


G Secondly, 


(43) 
Secondly, I is ebjetted, that none 1 hewy bt courpriew 
jd of ſe ati; eli fn xl feet 


with them, or <q aint rhem 1 and 
, Nobilinie, Gentrie, Divenes, 
and ordery, muſt bee hound wp 1 yield « 


the Government inte this } 


wy Ee tt 
ford, he Ep og en wn] te Ip 
"2666 They flill flick, & Romans 1 3. ar not ts fre wadrs 
of powers, on theſe grounds ; Firſt, power) 
of np me aermabdnryÞ hog 
Kiran hr er of Meg: 
Va dro nd of which com in « prove 


con, the powers bere ſpoken of , are ſuch ar maſt nth 
re but u/arpers may bee «+ Athaliah wat ; hþ 
ber maintained by paying of tribune ; uſurpers 1 not ſo. 
irdly, theſe ere ſaid t» ber ordained of God; bun 
power ently is Cod s Ordinance, not uſurped power. Lawful | 
fiftrates are, not ently ordained by « ſecret providence , Lat 


(49) 
qudlic men are ordained to condemnation) but by bis written word 
and (anion -CAD bad ezother mezoner of Or di- 
| wition, then and bu companie , though rbey ok, upon 
them to exerciſe the Prieflie 


| Fourthly, The Magiſtrate er puten of io the Miniſter of God, 
called of God 19. that ſervice , as Miniſters are to their 
- bee is the Miniſter of God he wh 7 bib 
alarpers wet ſoy bee is ts taks vengeance on evil doers, and cxe- 
ave wrath for God , peu ny >. yn onely ( as thievs , 
1okber 5, and by, on man orgs, 
Fikchly, reaſon, Malignant, Lewelicr z 7 
ave «ters (bold get 16 bee the partie, etl 
CC —__ my Gut left 1 ſbeuld 
, re s, 
I : he. ms | it 46 do it, 1 


wil 
od our ci wa r ſo ' 9 ah 
maic of ercommodation, 


' 41 your tendred to them ; yet 1 dare 


A 2 
WIS 
THE 


from 
afliſt one another towards 
him, 


of our 


: 
: 
I 
: 


Keverend and loving Brother in Chriſt ! 
all ſtraits; and wee ought to 


to enable mee, to bear the burden of your 
ſo as to becom inftrumental torheir ca(; 1 ſhall have caul 
and prai{ his name for it. 


ſaje,that the major part of 
declare, when the houſ was free 
G 3 and 


(52) 
and fall , that it was wok for mblick Gheclee0 ammrutth 
the Kin che beſt terms they could , and there 
ſhould bee (till a continuance both of hin and of the Houſ 


of Lords. 
this to bee ſo, what then ? n—_ ) it 
follow's that the preſent conſtitution of 
peryier rake apart ord genders. 
is not j [4 
on doth —_— ——_—— 
the engagement ie not to 
entred intosfor no man ſhould oblige himſelt to that which- 
!5 contrarie to ſafetie. This 1 conceiv is the whole 
of the as it may lie in their conception. - + 
But | ſhall freely cell you that wich mee it bath no 
weight atall,as to engage my Conſcience in the bufines; as. 
to take mee off from taking the Engagement , formanie- 
chings are hereprefuppoſed which are co mee uncertainy. 
and though they bee granied to ber true, yer they reach 
ana cdenngy Corny 
ſtain from the engagement as aowW it is offered. *S 
They preſuppoſe here that in a ſtate of War aſwel as in 
a conſtitution of affairs whatſocver is determl» 
ned and-allowed by a major part is molt for (afetie ' 
which is to mee avery doubttul atlerrion. Wee finde that 
marrers have beencarried on all along in both 
rather by a Minor then by a Major part of the Nation; 
— rule ſhould IE ner, OY 
ever the Major part detb is 3 and moſt agreeable ts J 
ftice tn all ehines ; it will go WM wich the people of Lo (6 
the world; and the narrow waie, wich the few that walk in 
jic,will ror bee juſtified: this rule therefore is not in all Car 
ſes andatall times to bee admitted; bue it muſt needs a& 
mit of ſome rye hmm 
narie concernment , a partic is moſt 
though fewer , may diſſent from a partie which is 
confiderable, though more in number. Wet ſce then chat 
this firſt preſuppoſal whereupon the whole Scrupleis 
grounded is not ſound. 


; ($3) 
Be(idev this there is this alſo intimated in 
the . — bee molt 
for ſaferie, maſt now allo be judged to bee ſo; as if 
the ſeveral Emergencies in ſtate affairs could not give 
canſto alte# juſtly cheir opinions concerning the. waic 
—_ third preſuppoſal is implicd in ch 

| a in chis Scruple 
viz. che boul is net-now free nnd full as ther, it 
was ; which how | can rake upon mee to alſert] know not, 
who are onelie competent Judges of their own 
vote themſelvs to bee free; and ſceingit is an 
undoubted fundamentral law of the Parlamentarie Con- 
fication that fortle Members regularly mer are a fall 
Houſ to all ivtents and purpoſes, aſwel as four-hundred : 
- now it is known thatthe Houſ was never leſs then forte : 
therefore it hath alwaies been full : and a full Hoaſ may 


Ep Dub by 
ourthly , it is not preſuppoſed, but expreſly a(- 
ſerted , that the Houſ that is was molt tor = 


lick ſafetie to 
could 


on the belt rerms they 
"Fr contin nance of 


Re Proofrions* che Gal of publics Gael id 
to ons , i 
varie, from what you here expreſs it was, as was 
by the votes of Nen-addreſſes 3 and it is certain, 
is alleged was not the vote in terminzs; for 
Members were (: from the Hou : that 
Vote was in terminis, thisz Thet the Anſwers _ King to the 
tions of both Houſ:s , were a ground for the Houſ 10 pro- 
yo, for the ſettlement of the Peace of the Kingdom. T his 
was the fatal ing Vote, which in the ſen{ of ſom, I 


believ, did tend to that, which you ſaie the RewCas- 
c 3 


- 


| (54) 
declared ; but inthe ſenſof orhers, it mighe cend 
wichout him. 


it 


-þ RF 
Fi 


=E1T & 


ing bee made anſwerable to the will 


Rules which bee hatch given mee. N 


1 Pu 4. 15. 

Fn #19 That bering free from all, 1 muſt becom « ſervant to all , in th 

Jae 3. 8- ich is for edification ; I muſt bee ſubye?t to ſuperior powers , and 

not eak evil of Dignitics 3 and that I muſt not ſuffer a 

x Cw, 6.12, conicience to bee brought under the power of worldlie and 

1 Cor.3.21,13. outward concernments: for] am told that all things att 
mine , wm mu} not bee brought under the r 
thing , but beeing bong br with « price by the Lord , wt 

108.7.23 24- bee ( as to conſcience jt from which Kuk 
| infer this , that, akthough I ſuppoſe all char is alleged 
to bee ſo, as it is allegeds andall the preſuppoſals to 
undoubred and certain , yet they muſt not reach, and com 


within mee ſo fars as to becom a ſcruple tro my conſc> 
ence; = 


© - FP 
ence; and to make no doube , = 7 gr es gry 
- behave my ſelf as a Subje&,towards thoſe that are my ſupe- 


ciors ; obeying Magiſtrates readily in everie good work,not 
evil of them , nor brawling againſt them ; but 


all gentleneſs and meckneſs,both co them , and to 
all men, Tit. 3. 1, 2+ 1 leav then the | — of publick 
fafetie to thoſe that are in publick places : 1 praie to God 
for them ; that they may bee inabled to judg aright , and 
to ſee their waie before them , and whether chey do right 


or wrong in matters ; | leay the judgment 
thereof unto God , and to their conſcience ; and look 
onely ro mine own in my private ſphere, to bee 


without blame, andro forth the word of life, and 
let the changes bee, what ever they will or may bee, in the 
fates of this world, they ſhall no more mee, if 1 
remain my ſelf, then the changes of the air, when che 
weather is ſotntimes fair , and ſfomtimes foul : the ſtorm 
that bloweth over my head ſhall not make mee Rand till 
in the high waie , nor lie down in the paddle , not going 
4 forwardtillthe journies end; as 1 am afraid, manie who 
$ arcangrie at the changes of the times , beeing of a ſullen 
| humor, are readie to do , becauſ they cannot get their 
wills 3 but I belicv not that anie of your friends are ſuch : 
yg. rag abeahras 
a | 
The ſecond (cruple is this ; that, elthough no man can bee 
« judg in bis own cauſ , and that although beretefore , both King 
and Parliament did appeal to the judgment of the people, to deter- 
mine whether of their proceedings did moſt agree , to the preſerva- 
tion of Religion and Libertie , yet none are now thought c 
tent judges by - atHons, which bave been don by ſuch who are 
roy themſelvs ; ſo that now all men are bound up, to 
« blinde obedience 16 thoſe who have gotten the Government 
into their bands; and exerciſe it in an arhitrarie waie. 
To this I faie, fappoſe all this beſo, what then ? then 
(faie your friends ) the t ought not to bee en- 


Engagemen 
— by which as m4 mes Fr _ 
: and this e to bee the wh 
ofthis feruple H 


But 


alſo. 


cenſure them, ſo as your do 
alchough che accuſations which are all | 
male ca, cob IT 2 ye ep from 
to bee. and that 1 ſhould (ec no plea. left for : 
by they migh juſtific themſelvs ; yer the 
which your triends make thereupon, would not” 
as to my conſcience : for ſuppole the matcers alleged to 
bee as ill , and «heir as irrational as 
bee, and that they abuſe their power, as is alleged ; yet 
| ſai, NOI = to refule the 
rein my at , a thing inic 
co, Por_n_—_ to bee don for common ſafe Uez for 


warrant mee to refuſe 
known dutie towards the publick in my place,which they 


require of 

"Gor your friends will ſaie perbaps to this : but if your 
entering into, the E t will eſtabliſh chem in che 
power which chey able, how an youd i with # you 
conſcience ? lanſwer, tha whatever is a cleer 

dutie, oughe- for conſcience ike oo ber tomaded fo mo 
ſelf- without. fcrupling the event : becauſ che future acci» 
dental effefts, and contingent events of humane ations 
a wbolipin Gods NE I tedabi | 

agg 

er, which chey, have or g0; and if, ic 
nothing bux my dutie,. I muſt leay that 
par ap or ever ty, wee will. not reſolv . to 
and faithful - to ,h 
bliſbed Witho,. 4. - I- 


wherein they are, do. not in this. matter wid) 
on Rana but. by a conjeftural interelt , 

of ſomevent, which they would, or 
rg A, which js not to follow, but to 
ming Cronicenss » a thing in our thoughts no 


Rt 
Hi 
4 


057) 
allowed , and a thing which they condemn in 
othets , and yet herein It's praftiſed by themſelvs : for 
when rhey refuſe thus to do & datie upon this acconr, 
becatif hdppily theſe men will thereby bee eſtabliſhed ; they 
ſtem ro mee to intend to oppoſe, and contradit Provi- 
detice alreadie derermined ; now whether Providence will 
eſtabliſh cheſemnen, in the place whereof they are fully poſ- 
{&h, yea or nv , is a thing that F am not to look atcer: 1 
mitt Iedv rhar unto Gud, anFincend nothing, bat to fol- 
-— —— reſt Aion ogy wm and it God will 
frm rhem in rheir places, by my doing my datie, why 
Oh ] ak opon me or ſettle in m  eddugſts $0 grudg 
& hinder that event ? Shall '; ne God's 
Coat Can Take to, him the) + fot” to be con« 
firmed ? or hall 1 by the # of 4 tutie ; ehiſevor to 
eaſt dawn thoſe whom hee hath ſer np? Is dordib io follow 
them rhat ſeck for changes ? wee may wiſh, and feek = 
for to the better; if by doing our - et ane) 
have to conjeAtwre that ſuch a th { Gut; 
bat to the end thar a change of pnblick ufafs thy fal 
out, to nef}-& a durie is a et nhwatrdntable ; or 
to Fadie in hatred ro four perſons, to bring a change i in 
the Goverrmene: is that which is forbidden ,*as 1 ſuppoſe, 
in the Proverhy by Yolomon 5 'a8 for mine own pate, 1 treely 
declare, 'that I di not fek for the abolifhmient of Re- 
Government ; batince God'hath bronghe ir about in 
is owr> wate ; 1 am botnd to dequieſce, ind as 1 fonghrt 
not to bring marcers to this ſtate by a hinge; fo 1 ſhall 
not ſeek tv bring Fa tay vie 221 6: Learn ts 
or the rale of calling, as a'privare 
to domy 4ntls, Re fetelins or unſetcle- 
ar Jaer-+4 God doth give, What ever ir is: fo then you 
ſee, that if I mnt exd org Hen 7A [ —_ 
nor meaſure the righreoulnt's of 
pearances of events, which ! he nity Eo 0 thine 
pon, b Loos, bar BJ 6s precefity,” which ff mee what is my 
| ir way vided of all thines; in preſentl, bic & nunte 3 
not maſt I fook ro other men's ations, by the conſtruRti- 


H 2 ons 


© 
7 


(58) 
ons , which 1, or others may make of them , but 
look unto mine own waie ; that is, to that whi 


apon 
my conſcience , nor make my conſcience ſubjeC to anie 
thing, but to a cleer Rule of God's word : therefore, ex» 
cept the argument were propoſed unto mee thus : Tow 
not take the Engagement, becauſ the attion required in it, «im 
it ſelf to bee don, hy you in your place 3 except ( Lake) 
it were unto mee , | can fee nojuſt pleats 


to my 
I 


for mee 


ma ry 


make 3 but unto this Rule of the word 3 al : 

fhould grans, that the i whi 

to bee true : but if, I hook a2en the Pronto 

themſelvs , and by the judgement of diſcretion, Gnde chan 
, and miſrepreſen- 


I ought notto take upon mee to determine , then | 
am abundaurly cleered in the matter , that I ought not to 
bee i{crupled at the chings ellaged, © they ave 3 nar Wh 
think , that your friends , i underſtood themes 
rightly , would ſuffer their conſc to bee ſcrupleda 


fuch conſiderations as theſe are ; for if the Queſtion bee 
concerning the ations of theſe men that mas -- 


no man looking upon them , can denie them to bee po(- 
(eſt off ) cannot bee accountable unto anie , but = 


ceedings , you muſt name ſom to bee over them, able to 
call them to an account : but if none ſuch can bee 
found ; then wee maſt underſtand this Rule, that no man 
i a competent Judg of his own ations , cum grano ſalss : 
viz- of a fingle man, viz. that none is to bee made the ſole, 
indg of his own cauf, and afions, bur that 


and 

hee ought to bee accountable thereof unto others , becauf 
no man on earth, is cither by the Law of nature, 
or by God's intment made onely for himſelf, or to 


bee without doing ſervice unto others ; and therefore by 
other's,to whom hee is todo ſervice,hee may bee 
and is bound to give them an account of his ſtew- 
; butin caſe aſtate, or whole nation by ir's repre- 

, _—_ it ſelf is free, and depend's upon 
none but God, contra& it ſelf into a Bodie , to 
whom itdoth intruſt it's whole power ; this Bodie can bee 
accountable unto none, but unto God; nevertheleſs, each 
member of the Bodie is accountable unto the whole ; onely 


the whole , as long as it hath che , cannot bee called 
by anie; elf there 


or this ablurditie would 
would bee fubje&t to it's 
, which is, contradidio in ad- 
where a Nation doth intruſt 
of their power, ſo to anie ſocietie of men, 


the ſupremacie 
that they can do with fe what they thier there none 
can bee judges of their ations itively but chemſelvs 3 


; attually fu 
wouls an” Spetrr over them, wich ie ada, Fnen 
3 


( 60) 
cially the is in the colleftive Bodie of a Nati. 
on ; but aftually it can bee no where, but in the 
ratives of the whole 5; and forlong as the. grult of the 
tobe VIE ſo long they malt bee all to 
bee ſole judges of their ngs. | 
As for that which is taid, that both King arid Parti 
ment <q appeal ro the s Judgment, to 
wherher of cheir ings did ayre@ moſt with the 
ſervation of ay EDISON -&; 1 
grant they did (6; but cheir meaning mynerby thang 
to ſet up everic private man above themi(elvs , as a 
tive judg of the whole matter ; bue onely to jultife their 
ro the jadgment of di{cretion , incverie man, 
that hee might for bis own -pood, ber inclined to favorche 
carſ, which ſhould feerwin his cies moſi juſt ; from this 
appeal, of both King ant Parliament to the le, 
bee pachered by the wale'; Firſt, that all 
ſom waie acromtadle to eye ens 
admirifrrarions, and of the on promegrngs 
Secondly, that all perticular men may cake notice, by 
jadgment of diſcrerion, of the proceediugs of their Su- 
periors , to fwaie their reſolutions to a cational concurs 
rence, why in things required waar | 
their , that no Superiors ought to 
ond wy oP rs; as not £0 bee ound, to. declare the 
nds of their a Tons, chat they may bre underſtanding 
y weighed by their inferiors, for whoſe lake they me 
nage publick affairs. From theſt grounds then , Jet mee 
offer to your diſcretion, thee which | chiak rational, and 
tendiny ro Peace, that (ccing he Tnattres of the Nation 


have dif among themie)vsy, and choſe that had the 
ues hor vhmas, chr ry have determined awt- 
rrrs, accordingty theabilitic which God gave ther 3 ies 
lawfal for mee in my place, to look upon matters (ſo far, 
as 1 diſternthern, to make the beſt thereof 5 but it is aot 
Lnvfol, nor conſclonadle, for mee to. judg definitively of 

their proceetiings, to make the worſt . 
Yet fee then , that 1 cannot in conſcience charge theft 
men, 


may 
are 
thelc 


(61) 
men, that have the Government ia their hand, witch thac 
which your friends judg them guileie of. viz. Firſt, that 
all men are made to yield a blinde obedience unto them ; 
| cannot faie ſo : for | fee that they offer to all men, an ac- 
count of their proceedings, and that they have carried on 
their reſolutions rationally , according to emergencies, 
and are not unwilling to ſhew the reaſons of their pro- 
, to ſuch as enquire after the ſame. Secondly, 

that they have the Government without the people's con- 
ſent : 1 cannot faie fo; for 1 believ, chat all that are in 
place, were choſen to their places by the free conſent of 
the peo Thirdly, that they exerciſe their power more 
then the King did, bn om GnC 1 carnoe faic fo, 

and yer in another ſen{ I may faie ſo. 1may not ſaic ſo in 
the lenſ that your friends mcan ic , who | ſuppoſe, make 
all acbicrarie power as in the King , ſo in equally 
unlawful. 1 may not ſaieſo; becaul 1am nota judg, ci- 
ther of him, or of themin their particular aftings, and yet 
again, I may fate, that | conceiv ic lawful in them to ex- 
erciſe an arbitrarie power , which was not lawful in che 
King todo , their truſt from the Bodie of the Na- 
tion is above that, which was given to the King ; and 
the whole power which hee had, did primarily belong un- 
to. them, as they were repreſentatives of the Nation , 
who upon emergencie, have ſeen cauſl to reſame it; and 
of this have given an account to the bodie colleCtive; 
ſo then , it is their right, as ſupreme in the Bo- 
die, rodo things arbitrarily ; yet 1 cannot ſaie, that they 
intend to rule without Law, as it was imagined the King 
intended , by oppoſing the Law-making power of the Re- 
z or that intend to oblige all men, to 

yield a blinde obedience ; where Laws are made, and 
3 theremen cannot 


, is not a ſcruple, but a 


complaint , with a ſuſpicious conjeture of their intenti- 


ons 


micted within Jeruſalem ; to praje to God for « remedie 
ainſt them, to warn, and admoniſh thoſe that are in 


when 1 have don this, 1 muſt leav the event unto God; 
but if 1 will cake againſt chem , becaul eerie 
thing which | w have don, in publick by them, is nox 


don, as I would have it ; and yp rus. 
hes, 1 licenciate 
towards them , 
and in my heart 
weaken their hands , and hinder them , what 
w—_—_ that , which 1 complain is 
them ; and ſo make my ſelf acceſlarie to the 
evil, which 1 laie unto their charge ; and fo, 
cuſe them , of the negle& of their dutie, to the publick 
negleft mine own dutie, both tomy ſelf, and to 
to the publick, and abſtrat them alſo from doing 
The laſt matter here offered is the conſideration of 
ay.ao—_ friends oy COIL 
of uſu powers, you give mec grounds, 
why they reins 
As for mine own part, I cannot call to minde, chat any 
Where 1 have faid, nor do 1 remember, that ever | was of 
injon to ſaie : that the place is to bee underſtood of 
urped powers ; but 1 conceiy , it is to bee anderſtood 
indefinitely, of the powers which are in place, what ever 
they are, whether uſurped or not ; if they bee the higher 
. Powers; forthe words which the Apoſtle doth uſe, fagnive 
nothing elf; but that which is proper to a ſupreme 
firace, implying nothing, cither of uſurpation, or 
eletion to the place ; but onely of a beeing in ic, of the 


nds capeniabaing © de plans; os 
God, ro , and 
CD end/ef chelate; nd the duties of to 
bee performed towards them in reference to all chis. 1 (aie 
noe chen that the a; 7 ot ne us, to 
odeic powers ; but hee doth , What wee 
ought to do , as Chriffians in ſubmiſhon to the powers 
that are over us; that is, to thoſe that bear Rule : for the 
words uled by the Apoſtle are indefinite ifuriar 515i urn 
ver{ t. and dyu4«. ver( 3. theſe denominations determine 
bling thee the matter of ufurpation , or a Jaw- 
to 
Viz. 


others , or before others , index». $0 then, the object 
of our ſubmiſſion is indefinitely the might, which is pol- 


felled 


{died of the (i which is above us : and doth at 
in a waie of over us. -Of theſe mights, or 
mightie ones , the Apoſtle ſaith indefinitely, that none of 
them have their of ortheic might but 
of God; and yer {uperioritie or might is in bee- 


is ordained of God foto bee, over thoſe that are in 
hn Foaares and therefore none ought to refiſt the (a- 
perior) powers, that are over them for Government , be- 
cul the Governors , or Magiſtrates 'are not a terror to 
good works, but totheevil; and this | take to bee the 


reſpeſt will have as'to look upon' then! , as ſuch whom 
God appoint's to bre obcied in things that are ggod; 1 
noe why wee ſhould trouble our felvs turther, chen 

the Holie Ghoit doth give us cauſ, by limiting and detin- 
ing the title and right of the powers, into lawful and un- 
lawful, with reference to their cnterance therein , accord- 
ing to humane Laws and cuſtoms ; whereof in all chis 
I Scripture 
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of common providence , which is 
will. -Nor is this at all ill for the 


i; 


j 


ofice, and the reſpef 


dueumo it , eaſheobgs given expreſs Rules , borh 
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(66) 
in the word,and in the nature of man,by which it is to bes 
| 5s Sn 4m wr yy weeows 
is differenced from plagues and calamities, and not in 
the reference, which ic hath to common Providence ; for 
commons Providence all things have but one Rule, 
od's righteous will in judgment and loving kindneſs. 
To the ſecond , which faith, that the powers bere ſpoken 
of, n-wft not bee re ted, but ( ſaie a ng} > > + 
bee reſiſted, os Athalia was, -rbeſe muſt bee mai by 
ing of mribue, wiarpers net ſo. 1 aic, that it is not lawtul fog 
anje private man , © whom the Apottle write's. to refſt 
the higher powers over him , whether the 


the perſons bee 
uſurpers or no; nor is hee to make bimlelt a judg of ſur 
—_ but hee is to bee ſubjeſt to the powers, thatare 
n place-and rule : As for Arbalia, (hee was not revifted by 
anie private , but by publick autoritie ; for Jebeiada the 
autoritie z 


high Prieſt, and the Sarbedrim was a 
and by the Law of Nature , becing the King's Tutor and 
Prot tor, hee was autorized to depoſe and execnee the 
uſbrper ; as for the aſſertion, | that lawtul Magiſtraes aut 
bee maintained by paying tribute, but uſurpers noe fo1 1 
ſaje, chat the dutic of paying tribute is injoined _ 

not 


| Magiſtrates ; and conſequently , it is not lawful 


doth judg him to bee an , who doth demand itz 
it hee doth finde him , in the place and office of a Magh 
firate, and if no law of nature, or Nations , or of God 
is contrarie t© what is dernandrd ; hee is bound to paje ers 
bute, asto « rate indetinieely, without this, orchat 
reſpett to his perſonal qualities. 

he third objeftion faith; that lawful power is onely 
God's ordinance, and not uſurped. This is to beg the 
Queſtion : for God's Providence doth order the afts of 
ulurpation ( in themſchvs as to men unlawful) to a good 
end ; andche Magiftracic till remain's his ordinance, al- 
though ſeated in an uſurper ; and the higheſt power of 
might, which none can have, bus by bis giving of i, 


15 
: 
f 
: 
Z 


(67) 


is kir ordinance, alchough an uſurper hath the manage- 7b. 1 9 10,17, 


ment of it : Chriſt tel's Pilate, when hee ſpoke of his pow- 
er or mighe, to fave or condemn him, that hee could do 
nothing in that kinde, except it were given him from a- 
bore; God for z give's and appoint's poner 
to bee in the hands of Tyrants : they manage it unjultly, 
andin due time are puni for ir; yet that Supremacie 
of power, in their hand , doth not ceaf to bee an ordi- 
nance of God. It is true, that the ſons of Aaron had ano- 
ther manner of ordination, then X'rab and his compa- 
nie; for Korab and his companie were never permitted to 
have the Priefthood z bur it God had not puniſhed them, 
but pennicted chem upon the plea, which they uſed to have 
the Prieſthood, aſwel as the ſervice of the Taber- 
nacle, and that they had been in a peaceable polleiſion of 
the office, what reſpe&t would then have been due unto 
theris a doubt unto mee , which I amnot able, 1 con- 
' fels ſuddenly to determine; for | ande that Chritt in bis 
daies, did reſpeCt the Autoritie of the High-Priett ; although 
hee was but annual ;, and came into bis place by 2nother 
waie, then God at firſt appointed! Aaron and his ſons to 
that othce; Briberic , fation and policick praftices had 
broughe the othce of the High-Prieit, to bee annual and 
thangeable, in reſpett of the men that had it, who perhaps, 
inthole daies could not bee excuſed trom ulurpation upon 
bne mother ; and yer the office was to bee ceipeHied in their 
hand, and look't npon as God's Ordinance ; the perſonal 
faults of men make not void the appointment of God. 
To thefourth 1 ale, that all men, whom God doth anie 
wile imploie, are in ſor {en( his Miniſters ; the original 
word is Sidzawre, which is a ſervant ; and whoever the 
place of an othcer under God, is rightly called his fer- 
vane; and none can have it; but by fom waie of calling 
from God himſelf, cither ordiparie, or extraordinarie : 


i ſollow's not therefore, that uſurpers may not Wm Zer. 25. 9. 


kd God's ſervants; Nebuchadnezar an uſurper , is calle 
God's ſervant by the Prophet z hee that doth ſervice , and 


bimploied by a maſter co do it, is a ſervant ; all Tyrants 


I 3 in 


caſe, if God ſhould 


to fach hands z bur If hee 


eo ſubmir in things 

dom to the baſeſt and (er rgec under him , | 

- 7» Tre any rhac therefore hip power 18 (@&« 
 Thun | have after a long delale found for time, to offer 
your friends theſe thoughts for their ſativfaftion, the thee: 
firſt ſcruples | had anſwered above a moneth ago 4 the lf 
which relates to'Rom. v3. 1 intended ro have anſwered by 
a fall , and demon (trative of that whole content, 


(69) 
weſolucion, and have added to that, which was don (o lo 

z; what you finde here, in anſwer to the Gan Gon: 
; the Lord dire us in all trath, and teach us to diſcern 
the that are moiſt excellent; I reſt, and defire you 


to mee to your friends, as beeing 
$ Jones's Tour affeftionate and faithfal 
17. Julie 165.0, ervant in Chris, 


Joun Dvniin 


att. _— as — 


The fourth Letter, 


Reverend Sir! | 


Rerrived yours of the n5* of Jubie, for which [muſt acknow- 

my {if obliged unto you , that you are pleaſed ftill to con- 
nr you? and care to give ſatifatlion to ſuch , as 
tefire it in « loving wie. The end of my at this time is t» 
in you know that your Leiter and came ſafely to my 
hands, and to reterm you manic thanks for both of them , which I. 
heve alveady communicated 16 ſor friends, and ſhall do to others. 
I will not ſeek, ts create you ane more trouble, by raifing wp anie 
=y thout rheſe things you delivered in your letter,but one- 
þ briefly ecqueine you with their ſacce(s,with ſom that I acquaim- 
« with them ; Som think that if what you bold forth about thet 
place, Rom. 14. will bold firm, it will bee a ſufficient ground 


jubfattion, yelding ts the 5. Nei 
the eng aging 10 do it much trouble / wing they ſbou'd 
oblige themſelvs to do it onely in « paſſive,net in an ative waic:bus 
Sp cates, ther b cehing ths 10 bee faithful to the 
as ns, gry par} I ' ”— - ypbg—rt to bee ſubje/i 
tihem in all Lewful things 3 but to oppoſe, and reſiſt anie otber, to 
whem ( & they in their conſcience _) of Govern - 
ment doth truly belong, when ever it ſhall bee claimed. 

Secondly, Others that are truly godlie , think, that what py 


070) 
Ipeah, about the rule of beeing guided by the major pert ( thatit 
is mot alway the a boo dew rn bold; true in rebus mo- 
ralibus , bat not in rebus policicis, elf the ſoundetion of all go 
vernment will bee overtbrown ; if in ſuch things « are 16 bee os 
termined by Votes of divers perſons , the major pert may nut 
carrie it. 

Thirdly , They think, that-what* you fair in anſwer the 
ſecond ſeruple about judging, ( namely, that oll particular men may 
take notice by the judgment of diſcretion , of the proceedings of 
Mietr ſaperiors, to ſwate their reſolutions to @ rational concurrence, 
o non-concurrence , in things required of them in their places; 
ſhele beeing your words make's much for them, for in the judgment 
of diſcretion, they conceiv, that the ſetting up of themſelvs 1 her 
the ſupreme, aud ſole bigber powers of the Nation , and excluding 
ethers (to whom « right therein did properly belong, aſwel @ ts 
themſelvs) without the conſent of the Kingdom, & not agretable ts 
the rightrule, and therefore they dare not concur with in de- 

ing , or approving of it, (a they ſhall do, if they take the Eng age- 

ment ) other doubts might bee mentioned , but I will nat bee tadi- 
ew ; I finde that the Treatiſe of tbe Lancaſhier- Minifterr abeut 
the Engagement, ſeems 16 bee of great weight and witd 
manic good men , if a cleer anſwer could bee given , to what theres 
in is mot ſabftantiol , it would givegreat [atiefattion. I mf} 
freely and feeling ly afſext to what you (air, and echnowledy that 
it is Gedf's peciliar with, tomake the wilderne(s'ef our fpivinial 
Fo a pool of water? , and to turn the dvic into wart 
ings : to bim therefore I drfive 16 lock, humbly imeploring tim, 
who is the Father of lights) (5 to inform can judgments, - that 
wee may bee able to ſte, and diſcern the things 1hat differ , and » 
compoſe our affetions , that wee may both enteMicin everie watd in 
love, and embrats one another in love , \ mt giving waie ts anie 
groundleſs prejudice, which may bee an hindr ence of cither of theſe. 
And go on fi C pord fir |) to bee the unchangeable, conftan , ou 

fingle-bearied pract-maher , not ſuffering your ſelf to bee 6 
raged by anie milapprevenſfions, that ſom ( thowpb 160d men me) 
bave of you, for bee that ſeeth the brort , and teeth thevrenn, 
will in due time rec ompo what gvtr is don in truth of beart, for 
preſerving of the unitie of the ſpirit in the bond w___ 
n 


| 


i 
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agreeable 16 bis will and word. 


Your moſt affeftionate, and 
this 16* of Auguſt — moſt obliged Brother,and 
1650. . Servant in love. 


The Anſwer to the fourth Letter. 
Reverend Sir ! 


Our's of the ſixteenth of Augu? was delivered unto 

mee the three and ewentieth thereof; after which daic, 
I had occaſion to go into the Countrie , which took mee 
off from theſe thoughts , almoſt ever fince ; but now I am 
returned unto them, to let you know, that the e 10N8$ 
ob love in your Letter , and the encouragements which you 
give mer, to proceed in the waje wherein I am, are no 

refreſhments unto my ſpirit , and a ſupport againſt 
the obloquies and which I meet wichal in the 
mouths of others : whoſe atfeftions will not ſuffer 
them to look upon mee without prej : {© that they 
cannot diſcern, in anie waie that fimplicitie, by which | 
; as to offer my (elf ro all men, fo to approve 
my conſcience before God. But ſom comfort 1 have, char 
this isno new thing unto mee; for all along, my lot hath 
deen more or leſs, to bee miſunderſtood by all, and thus to 
bee look't upon a ſquint _ partie or another : be- 


caul, 


them, as thoſe amongſt whom 
to bee reckoned ; yet | never did own them as _— $ 


penis : but ſet my minde to cure 
w from the (piric of envie 
and jealoufie, which 's in our ficſh. Therefore fo far 


as | underſtood my freedom in the 
ever (hall bee ( 1 hope ) reſtrained 


| thank you for the account you are pleaſed to give mee 
of the ſucceſs, which the papers 1 ſent you have had with 
ſom ; one of the chief aims which 1 have in this buſineſs 
(next unto the diſcoverie of Truth, to unite our ſpirits 


ſhewing , that as there is no cauf diviton, 
berween thoſe that differ in judgment, about — 
civil tranſaftions ; ſo there ought not to bee ane ſuch di- 
france of affeftions, «s to 
beeing reconciled ro each 


TIIEIrx 
of this Nation : to 
men to entertein the thoughts , which may lead chem 
dap of the cauſes , which mee (0 
to bee 1 this fi , then other- 
wiſe | would bois he omar, whether 
ſtand under the government of one man , or of 
If Tcancither waic fulfil my race with joie , and ſerv my 
Generation in the advancement of the Kinedom of the 
Lord Jeſus ? whatever Government then God doth ſet 
over mee , look upon it, and upon my dutie in it , with 
a reference, and ſubordination unto this aim ; nor is itt 
all lawful for mee, by anie humane Engagement whatſot- 
ver, to abridg my ſelf of this libertie, or to foreſial my 
—_—_—__ Mr 


be 
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the performance of anie Chriſtian duties for publick 
pn more in a Common-wealch , then Lene 
narchie , or vice verſ4; or that I may not ( when God (o 
cat's the ballance of humane affairs ) determine it to bee 
my right, to live aſwel under the one Government , as 
under the other , walking in Peace and Truth towards all 
men inoffeniively. In cette by the ſcanning of matters 
relating to this ſubjelt , 1 that | am fallen upon 2 
branch of the fludic of Peace, which heretofoce, in the 
purſuit thereof | never did retieft upon fo direftly : for in 
tormer times my direft aim was to minde onely the Rules 


of Peace and unitie the of the 

, in reference to ; now I have 
bren carried on to minde alſo the Rules, by which a Chri- 
ftian is ob to behave himſelf , in civil and 
outward z; which is, and will a neceſſarie 


of knowledg, as weeare in the fleſb, and as long as 
Rabyhs is not fallen , and the New Jeruſalem , the mother 
of wall,is nor com down from above. I have therefore 
cauſto thank God, that as 1 have not been led forth by 
anie worldiie end, in medling with this Subjeft; So I have 
learned thereby, formmwhat more of the waics of Peace, then 
ever | knew before. NEIISmERaPELY by tha 
occabon which you offer uno mee ngy none 
you oblige mee not to tell my , of that which 
your friends conceiv of my lait anfwers to their doube , 
yet I (hall briefly cake into contideration , the thoughts 
une aange hm ps Rs concerning ſom pal- 
Ti 


diſcourt. 
unto the preſent po 
tz. | think may cleerly bee made one 3 but they conceiv (as 
you ſaie) that by taking the Engagement to bee ga I to the 
preſext Government , they hinde themſclvs not onely to bee ſubject 


wnto the in all Lewfal things; but to oppoſe, and re fiſt anie otber, 
ts whom (as they in their conſeience think) the right of Govern- 
ment doth truly belong ; when ever it ſhall bee obteined. 


I conceiv, that the ſenſof the Engagement cannot ratio- 
K 2 nally 
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nally otherwiſe bee underſtood; then as the autors thereof 
in the AR, by which ic is impoſed upon all, do explain 
their meaning ; and conſcionably it may , and ought eo 
bee underſtood none otherwiſe , then as it conteineth a 
clecer datie preſcribed in the word of Gud : nor can anie 
man, as a Chritiian, intend to bee obliged otherwiſe unto 
it, then as it is in it (elf, and ſo far as it is to hima dutie; 
nor ought anie man (that will not injure his Superiors in 
histhoughts) imagine, that it is impoſed by them in anie 
other ſenC, then as it is ſuch a dutie; it godlie men there- 
fore ſhould minde in timplicitie themſelvs , and their own 
duties , what need they ſet frumbling blocks in their own 
waie , by conjeftural interpretations of things ; which 
conceiv contrarie to dutie in others ? Is not this a ſub:il 
corrup: ion of nature to bee ſo inclined ; and a weakneſs 
of ſpirit to do ſo? and if wee ent things (© to our 
ſelvs , that wee becom thereby dif d ro our own du- 
tie, becauſ weeare willing to conceiv that ſomthing un+ 
datiful in others, may tollow thereupon ; do wee not de- 
criv our ſelvs with the poſlibilitie of another's failing, in 
time to com, to make it a pretence to cover our own 
ſent tailing ? for it it bee our preſent dutie, to becom 
ful to the powers that are over us, by doing things good 
and lawtul under them; to what purpoſe is it to foreftal 
our thoughts with a thing, which wee cannot faie is; or 
which wee know not, whether it ever (ball bee ; viz. whe- 
ther our Superiors will oppoſe anic, tro whom the right 
of Government doth truly belong ? They that are in the 
full poſſeſſion of power , are under God, at this time, our 
onely Superiors and Governors : nor is it lawful for mee 
at preſent to have anie relation , and therefore 1 ought not 
to have anie reſpe& unto others; for it is cleerly my du- 
tie, in my ſphere, to obſerv with a fingle heart the relati- 

on, under which by God's appointment I ſtand at pre- 

ſent; noraml to medidle with anic thing elf, as a matter 
of conſcience , but with the obſervation of the Rule, Let 
all ſouls bee (uhreft to the ge powers , and the powers that 


are, are ordained of Ged, Rom. 13. If then ] take upon mee, 
to 
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eomake it a matter of conſcience to think , that the righe 
of t in chief, doth truly belong to others, then 
totheſe that are in placez do not I depoſe them in my 
heart, and make my ſelf the judg of their ſupremacie ? 
and it I ſuppoſe that they do oppoſe, or will oppoſe thoſe, 
to whom I have adjudged the ſupreme Right; do not I re- 
nounce the qualitie of a Subjeft, and of a private man, by 
taking upon mee , to determine the higheſt controverhie 
in our humane affairs, which is, co whom the Right of 
Government in this ſtate doth belong ; and howlI ſhould 
bee able, to warrant in my ſelf (who am in no place) 
and co my conicience betore God, this uſurpation of Ju- 
dicature over my Superiors,(who are undeniably in the full 
polſefſion of all places of Judicature) while's | accuſe them 
of another kinge of uſurpation, 1 am not able to ima- 

: for there is no Rule, either of God or man, that 
make's them ſubje& to my tribunal. 1 would therefore 
* intreat your friends in. the tear of God, to examine the 
ground, and conſider conſcionably by what Rule , they 
dare take upon them to enxage their conſcience thus, to 
"think, that the right of Government doth truly belong to 
anie other, then to the preſent Parlament , which is pol- 
ſelled therewith. This preſuppoſal of their's, determin- 
ing the right to another, not onely beg's the Queſtion 
in debate ; but contein s a high charge againſt all the Par- 
lamentarie proceedings hitherto , proſecuted apainit the 
King's atrempes, to rule without Law ; Ic bewraie's there- 
fore not onely a great deal of preſumption, but much un- 
adviſedneſs of Conſcience, to caſt themlelvs thereby into 
a ſnare of diſobedience ; and the State wherein they live, 
into all unſettlement and confuſion. For private men, if 
they ſhould bee made judges ot publick quarrels : and ob- 
liged in conſcience, to yield no aCtive jience towards 
the maintenance of the ſertlement, which is in beeing under 
their Superior powers , except the ground of the quarrel 
dee to them to determine, it is not poſhibl- that 
there could bee anje ſettlement in a State at al; theretore 


private men are not to anſwer for the grounds ot the 
K 3 quarrels, 


Cc 
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arrels, which may bee between their own ſapreme 
-__ and others that pretend to the ſame Dignities bus 
all chat they are obliged unto, is, by lawful means in their 
places , to defend and maintein in peace, the fettlemenc 
which is in beeing, and to at with their Rulers tothat 
effelt. 

The ſecond is, touching the Rule of beeing guided by 
the major part z where it is granted , that in rebus morali- 
bus my rule beld true, but not in rebus Politicis ; elſ (faie 
the foundation of all Government will bee —— 
things to bee determined by Votes of divers perſons, the Najer pant 
may not carne it. 

I aid in matters of extraordinarie concernment, a Mi. 
nor part is not to bee bound by the Votes of a Major part ; 
hereunto your friends ſeem to agree ſo far, as mattersare 
Moral , but not > Cy Ts ——_— 
properly by Political, 1 donot well know ; but meanc 
matters of Government , which relate unto the fundamen+ 
tal conſtitution of and libertie ; which are ak 
waies either materially , or formally complicated 
Moral Duties,or c|{lmmediacel i 


of libertic and (afetic , which 
Politica , | conſent with them, that the Major part ſhould 
carrie it; and that all rational men ſhould for peace ſake, 
yield in things noe worth a great conteſt : as in matters 
of meer order, what is to bee don, or taken into conhdes 
ration firſt, or laſt : in matters of circumſtance, relating 
to forms of ations, to times and places, and to the man» 
ner of proceeding , which duth not alter the ſubſtance of 
things morally good: and in particular municipal con» 
ſtirutions , which have no influence upon the whole 
ſtate of a Common-wealth ; in all ſuch things the Major 
part ſhould binde the Minor to a concurrence, left all the 
grounds of Societie bee diſſolved ; but when the batinels 
relate's unto the main end, and chief grounds of publick 
ſatetie and freedom , then although the thing to bee letled 
may bee called Political, in refpe& of the State for _ 
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it is deſired ; yet it will alwaics bee found in reſpett of the 
which thereby will bee brought upon the courſl 

of lar men's lives, a matter of moralitie. 
third thing which you mention , is their ſen( of 
my Anſwer to the ſecond ſcruple, concerning the judg- 
ment of diſcretion , how far, and to whatend, private men 
may make uiec of it ; here | finde in them, cithera miſtake of 
the Notion , which I have of the judgment of diſcretion, 
orelſ a miſapplication thereof, in reſpe& of the limits, 
how far it is to bee extended, or of the end and ule for 
which itis allowed. To cleer their thoughts, I ſhall defire 
them to take notice, that, by the j ne of diſcretion, 
| mean a rational, free,and difin ſurveying of things, 
which offer themſelvs to our conhderation , about mat- 
ters whereof wee may lawfully make enquirie ; with an 
die of indifferencie to make ſom diſcoveries, but may not 
make anie abſolute and final determination thereof ; 1o as 
to oblige our Conſcience to follow the reſult of our diſco- 
veries: for wee may lawfully enquire further then wee 
way define; and it may bee proficable and advantagious 
forus, as to the manner of doing our dutics, to make 
diſcoverics of the wales of thoſe, towards whom in thoſe 
Duties wee do relate; and yet not neceffarie for us, as to 
the performance of the main of the Dutie on our part, to 
define anie thing by thoſe diſcoveries concerning them. 
For herein the judgment of diſcretion , and the definitive 
judgment of Conſcience differ in my Notion ; that the 
one is neceſſaric in refertnce to our ſelvs, and is to bee 
abſolute about matcers , relating ly to our own 
ſphere of aſtivitie, wherein there is a cleer Rule for everic 
man to determine , what is his Dutie : but the other is 
free and voluntarie in reference toothers, and is to bee 
dwaies conditional , about matters relating properly to 
the ſphere of other men's afivitie ; wherein, although the 
gneral rule of dutie may bee known , yet the particular 
of faft beeing unknown , no ſetled judg- 
went can bee made of the lawfulnels, or unlawfulneſs of 
their proceedings ; and therefore no conſequences my! bee 
wn 
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drawn from the diſcoveries made , concerni men's 
ations, whereof wee cannot bee judges , > LO 
of duti yn mk becaul nothing ing of at 
ating to our ſclvs in our places, can md yon: 
_ doubtful circumſtances era clings bs in that 
places. 
From all which you may percety, what bounds I ſer to 
the ag we —_— 
Firſt, that it muſt riſe our rational facultie, and 
not from our Conſcience, that is, the motive which an 
put us upon the exerciſing of this judgment , muſt not bee 
a tie of Conſcience to reſolv a ſcruple ; but a rational con« 
templation of that, which may bee advantagious to our 


— the diſcoverie of thoſe properties of 
things, whi —— our waie , which will inable 
us to make good uſe thereof. 

Secondly, that the objet of the _ of Diſcretion 
muſt bee things without , and not things within ; for 
things within , if they 'bee our own , wee are bound to 
judg theſe definitively but if they bee the ſecrets of other 
men , wee muſt leav them to the judgment of him, that 
will reveal the hidden things of darkneſs : as 
without , which others do 


ment of the great daie. 

Thirdly, that the judgmene of diſcretion is onely to bee 
entended to the circumſtantials 6f matters. to make a true 
diſcoverie thereof; and not tothe ſubſtancials, to R_ 
yond our line , into the ſecrets and main concernment of 
other nien, as bulie bodies in other men's matters. 

As forthe end and uſe, for which the judgment of diſcre- 
tion is to bee allowed, 1 conceiv thus. 

1. It is to bee exerciſed to inable us, to diſcern prob» 
bly, what the nature and propertie of things are , which 
from without are incident to us in our wale, as offered 
from others : that wee may difference that which is uſeful, 
from that which is uſclels ; leſt wee miſtake the mm 


(79) 
the other , in that application , which wee ſhall have oc- 
caſhion to make thereunto. 

2. Thatirt is to beeexerciſed, to keepour ſpirit in the 
uſe of oar Liberric; fo, as neither to fall ander the bon- 
dage of an tmplicice credulicie , to beliey everie thing that 
is cold us ; nor to take too much upon us, as magitterial 
z or controlers of men, or things not within 
our line ; but _— ballance our thoughts, between 
a {laviſh belief, and a bulie prying into, and cenſoriouſnel(s 
of other men's affairs. 

3- That the reſult of ft muſt not bee to regulate the 
main of our courf, thereby cither in our own place, or to- 
wards others ; —_— to help us in the manner of 

ing , to do things more completely , and fatis- 

ro our own reaſon, and the ediicacion of others ; 
it muſt not therefore giue us therule of that, which is, or 
is not to bee don in our places; but it may diſcover unto 
us , that which may tend to the bene or melizs efſe, thereof 
in reference to others. 

Theſe Notions | laie open to your friends , that they 
Leonor oy inthe conſequence , which they 

apon my words, whereby 

ment of diſcretion , with that which is definitive ; 
milapplic the former to the obje&t of the later : for be- 
caul {iaie, that particular men may by 1be judgment of diſcre- 
ton , take notice of the ations of their Superiors , to ſwaie their 
reſolutions to a rational concurrence , or non-concurrence in 
things required of them in their places ; they conclude ( as 
A by the judgment of diſcretion, that, what the 

ent powers bave don, in (etling elvs in the Supremacie, 
i not agreeable to the rule of righteouſneſs : wherefore(laie they) 
they dare not concur in doing, or approving of it, as they ſball do, 
if they take the Engagement. 

Tothis conclufon, 1 faie it follow's not upon my afſer- 
tion ; bur that they miſtake the nature, and the uſe of 
the t of diſcretion ; and miſapplie it to make up 
m adſolute definition of athing, which is not within the 
line of their Judicature; for they determine upon the whole 

L 


matrer 
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matter , thar the ſuperioritie of their Ralers is unjuſt; 
whereas diſcretion and conſcience, both (bould teach them 
not to determine anie thing of (o a nature ; 

they might modeſtly take leav to e a rational 

into the circumſtances , and a diſcoverie of 

alleged in «tronque pariem, pro & comra 3 Nor ſhould that 
diſcoverie , how probable ſotver it may ſeem on either 
fide, becom a ground to bottom the main of their dutie 
upon; but it ſbould onely ferv to ſwaie their reſolutions, 
to a rational concurrence , or non-concurrence, in things 
requiced of them in their places. By things required of 
them in their places, 1 mean particular matters , which are 
to bee don in arder to their main and known dutie, which 


as may bee moſt advantagious, 
and O_o end with whom 
the ation is to bee intended ; therefore —_ they refleſt 
upon the preſent powers, in reference to their Supremacie z 
lo as to rugs their judgment of diſcretion, they 
finde, that what the powers have don for their ſettlement, 
is not agrecable to rigbreouſheſs ; they judg not diſcreet 
Is but raſhly ;- becauſ they indiſcreetly applic | their 
thoughts to an objeft, which is beyond the line,and again 
the uſe of the judgment of diſcretion ; and furthermore, 
upon this their indiſcreet judgment of that, whereof they 
they are not made judges; they infer as indiſcreet a con* 
chultion z for they faic, therefore they dare non-concur in 
approving of the proceedings, by which their Superion 
are com to bee ſerledin the Supremacie : as they think they 
ſhall do, if they take the Engagement : here they having 
miſapplied their judgment to a wrong obje(t, they a not 
diſcreetly, but detinitively abour it : for they faie, they dare 
not concur in ving of what their Superiors have 
don ; but who doth require this approbation at the hand 
of their Conſcience? For that onely ſhould teach _ 
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what to dare, or not to dare : and it would bee well, if 
ſuch as dare not concur in approving, ſhould alſo not dare 
ro concur,in difapproving what they have don : but when 
dey have drfned the matter to bee unrighreous, contrarie 
law of difcreriou-; and then fic, that therefore they 
dare not concur to approve; they declare ſathciently chat 
dare concur to the cuntrarie, viz. to diſapprove, 
which is to make themſelvs the ſupreme Judges of Supre- 
macie z but neither the one, nor the other is to bee rev 
at their hands , or impoſed upon their Conſcience ; 
tor their dutie is diſcreetly to leav that unto God , and 
to time to manifeſt, and in the mean time to do fincercly 
their datie. But now, becaul they are out of the waie of 
dutiein all this, and with an indiſcreet judg- 
ment z therefore they alſo miſinterpret the taking of the 
6 o pom ur 4 theic ry to 
4 on ings , waie © ion 5 
whereas ,, by the verie Ad by which it is enjoined, it is evi- 
dent , tharthe of taking ic, Is onely to look from 
the preſent ſtate of aftalrs , foreward, and not backward, 
to lecure the publick Peace and (afetie in time to: com, by 
the preſent ſettlement , and not to oblige anie to trouble 
himſelt with chings paſt ; therefore herein alſo is no right 
of the judgment, cither of diſcretion or of definition, for 
the conſcionable and definitive judgment ſhould have 
them, to look upon the fenſ of the t 
as it is a cleer dutie, fo far as it Is in the 
wort, declaring maniſetly the purpoſe thereof, and not 
— but they having enzaged their thoughts by 
prejudice, in another waie of Judicature, have not at all 
anrxr Rale, but made a definition quite contrarie 
thereunto, to rake themſelvs off from due reſpet and obe- 
Gence to their Superiors, upon a a pretence of their failing 
in the higheſt point of their dutie, which neither diſcreti- 
0, nor conicience will ever allow themto determine. 
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The Appendix concernin the _ and 
Lancaſbier- Miniſter's Plea for 
Subſcribers. 
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own poſitions then lam : therefore I (hall 
to the whole Appendix of their Treati(c, 
's the Anſwers which they give to the Argu- 

other defenders of the Engagement have 
t; and the Replies which they make to the 
the doubrs, which are alleged againſt ir : 
lictle or nothing is touched of that, which is my 
for it. 
ſecondly, if 1 were to deal upon ſom other account, 
theſe Non-ſubſcribers about their Plea, cicher in cha- 
ritie to themſelvs, to ſet them z or in compaſſion to- 
wards others, to undeceiv ſuch as think their reaſons 
weightie , I would faie nothing to their preliminarie difl- 
courſes, from page the firſt till the tenth,for as | would have 
mw ns _ __ ——w | O—_ 
in thoughts; con P charicab.y iev 
of an, that they have —— yy ok not onely the ſc- 
ries of their thoughes , ing their own caſe and 
» In reference to the pretent and former eſtate 
; but alſo the motives which have conſciona- 
induced them to publiſh the reaſons of their diſſatis- 
at the taking of the Engagement; nor would I ſet 
my ſelf to obſerv narrowly the Method of their proceed- 
ing; but I would endevor in ſlimplicitie and truth, to ex + 
amine and remove the grounds ot their diflatisfation,that 
their defires ſo far as they are truly chriſtian, and equita- 
ble might bee fulfilled : and with theſe preliminaric dii- 
politions of minde, on my part, I would firſt com to ſtate 
the Queſtion berweer mee and them, to know how inno- 
cnt upon the whole matter, their plea for non-ſfubſcrib- 
ng might bee found : and then in the ſecond place, 1 
the Principles , and the manner of pro- 
ceding , by which wee might com to the decifion, and 
determination of that jon. Theſe things would bee 
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degrees; for one that is notprepolleſied, as the Pleadery 
may bee, ic will ſathce ro ſhew, what the full ſtrength of 
their whole plea is, as they propoſe it z and then where 
that firength doth fail chem to make out their main pur 
ſe. 
"Their main purpoſe is to ſhew , that to ſubſcribe the 
Engagement, is a thing inconiiſtent with a good Conſd» 
ence, and therefore ought not to bee preſſed upon them. 

To make this appear, they d> two things; Firſt, they 
conſirue the Engagement, and declare the (en! , wherely 
they think it is to bee taken. Secondly , they allege the 
reaſons, for which they cannot take and ſubſcribe it, in 
that ſenſand conſtrufion : Now if it bee made evident, 
either that they wholly miſconſtrue the E and 
therefor- ought not to take it in that fenſ, wherein they 
declare They umderſtand it 3 or that fuppoting their ſenſ in 
ſom reſpeft ro bee tolerable ; that the main grounds 
of the Reaſons which they ral upon that fenſ , will act 
re:zch to the of their conclution ; then | ſappoſe, it 
will cleerly follow , that their whole diſcour! is of no 
ſoliditie : not onely, becaul they miſtake the whole caſe 
of Conſcience in reference to the Engagement z and fo 
bring in all their reaſons upon a meer mitiake ; but alſo, 
becauf the grounds of their reaſons are not ſound to evince 
their purpoſe, although the caſe were not miſtated. Now 
to mee, both theſe waics the Treatiſe is unſatisfattorie ; 
for I think it may "bee made out very fully ; that they 
not onely miſunderſtand the Engagement ; but that their 
reaſons prove not what they intend, for ſo far as they 
miſunderſtand it not. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew you where to mee their miſtake lie's, 
in the ſenſof the Engagement; and then where their wiin 
Reaſons are not ſound tooblige conſrirnces. Concerning 
the meaning of the Engagement , firſt allege che 
words ; and then complain of the generalitie and 
itie thereof ; and laſtly , driver the fenſ, wherein 
conceiy it ought £6 bee takea , by the opening of theee 


things. 
i. The 
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1. The Objett 

2. The Matter > of the Engagement. 

6 Che nderſiand a poſi d 

the obj u and a poſitive , an icular 
nn of Gayzernmene , erefted in Bo Land, TS taveſied 
in certain perſons, expreſled in theſe words. The Common- 
pealth of England, as it « now eſtabliſhed without « King and 
Hewl of Lords, 

By the matter in the words , 7 will bee true and faithful, 
underſtand not a meer negative and paſlive cetfation, 
ſuccumbencie ; but a politive devoredneſs to obedi- 
ence, and aftive in doing things commanded ; 
CY _ Government in becing, againſt 

competitors, eſpecially againſt the excladed King, and 
Houſ of Lords ; andaveriion from promoting anic other 
government while's this Engagement is in force. 

By the Form of the Engagement, in the words, I do declare 
ax promiſe that I will; they underſtand an obligation for 
time co come , indeterminately and without limitation ; 
fothatir is onely in the will of the to, to deter- 
mine the length of the duration of the Engagement. 

That which they ſaie, concerning the matter and form 
burger TY , they ſtand not much upon 3 nor (hall 
I think amis of it, becauſin ſom reſpeR, all may bee ad- 
mitted ; but the corner-(ione of their future building, is 
that which they faie concerning the objeft, or the partie 
engiped to ; which I do think , is a very groſs miſtake, as 
they have ſtated it. The words of the Engagement cx- 
preſſing the objeR, are well alleged, ro bee the Common- we s/th 
of England # it is now eſtabliſhed, without a King and Hea| of 
Lords ; but the ſenſ which they make of this Common- 
wealth, as thus eſtabliſhed , that nothing <l{ ſhould bee 
meanit by it , but a poſitive and particular form of Government 
lately eretied, and inveſted in certain perſons , is a cleer miltake 
of the whole foundation of their Plea againit the taking 
of the t, and miaketh all chat is built thereup- 
on to bee ruinous : and although they ſeem to allege ſom 
clorable reaſons , why theſe words of the Engagement 
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are to bee taken in this ſenſ 5 yet if the grounds which 
Oy pn; for that conſtruftion of the words 
of the Engagement bee rightly weighed , they will appear 
exceeding weak : and hr, =. © contrarie = minde of 
the antors of the Engagement , and their words in the 
expreſs Declarations, direftly relating to this matter, con- 
trarie to the rational conſtruftion of the words of the En- 
gagement , look't upon barely in themſelvs : and contra- 
rie to the Rules of Chriftlan equitie, and ingenuitie , ob- 
ſervable by good ſubjects in a buſineſs of this nature. 

Firſt, & the Margin of their Plea, they intend to > 
lor their interpretation from the words of an AR, fora 
daie of humiliation, April. 19. 1 649. and out of ſon other 
Att indefinitely vouched ; which intimate onely that, 
there is a government now ſetled in the wair of « (ommen-wedlth, 
or free-ftate : 1 ſhall grant willingly , chat theſe words are 
truly vouched ; but from them 1 denle , that it can bee 
rightly inferred , that therefore the ole and main objetof 
the Engagement is nothing elf but the Government, as it s 
erefted, and inveſted in certain perſons ; for the ſertlement 
of a Government in the wait of « Common-wealth is a thing 
mainly diſtin& from that , which is meanc properly bya 
Common-wealth;tor ſuch a ſertlement doth pref 
there is a Common- wealth in beeing : tor how can a Go» 
yernment bee ſetled in ———— a = 
mon-wealth , cx ou preſy e thar Nation to 
the beeing of a error At that is, co bee a Scare 
free from ſervitude, to the dominion of one man's will, to 
bee a Common- wealth, therefore is ſomwhat antecedent, 
to the having of a Government ſetled in the waie of a 
Common: wealth. 

But ſecondly , to put it out of all doube , that this is 
the true meaning of the autors of the Engagement ; | 
refer you, not to ſom Declarations of theirs , which ſpeak 
collaterally, and by the by of this matter ; as theſe 
ders do, to lead themſelvs and others into a miſtake; but 
to the Declarations , wherein the autors of the Engage 
ment ſpeak to this marter of ſet purpoſe , which — 


| 


(%) 
exfbier Miniſters ought to have heeded ; becauſ,, Ignorantia 
legs nemincim excuſet. There is then an AQ, Die Sabbathi 
219. Maic, 16 40. whereof the title is this. 

The Al declaring , and conftituting the people of England, to 
bee a Comman-wealth and Free State; e words thereof 
are theſe in the following P 

Bee it declared and enatied by ths preſent Parlament, and 
the Awtoritic of the ſame, that the people of England, and of all 
the Dominions and territories thereunto belonging , are and ſball 
hee , and are bereby conſtirated, made, and fhabliſbed, and con- 
finmed to bee a Common wealth and free State. 

) ects by cho he, then they mem preg, by th 

, walls by the title, mean 
om of England the People Rios Aaken 
in their National relation. 

The ſecond part of the AR followeth in theſe words. 
And ball from benceforth bee governed 5 «a Common-wealth, and 
free-Seate, by the ſupreme Autoritie of this Nation , the K 
ſextativer of the People in Parlament , and by ſuch « 1 Get 
> cps: exd conftirute, as Officers and Miniſters under them, for 
> the people 5 and that without anie King and Hou| of 


This is the whole AR, by which it is as cleer as the Sun 
at noon daie, that they take a Common-wealth original- 
Yo T4404 to antecedent to the Government 

in it ; and therefore that their meaning is, 

that the objeft of our fealtie ſhould bee diretly , and pro- 
perly the Common-wealth in this ſenſ; and the Govern- 
ment reduftively , as it is fetled in a Common-wealth- 
waie , which they define to bee in the fapreme and ſubor- 
dinate Ofhicers ; the i to bee Kepreſentatives of the 
People in Parlament , the ſubordinate to bee ſuch , as 
they ſhall appoint and conſtirate under them, &c. whence tomy 
underflanding it followeth undeniably , as alſo from the 
title, by which the Parlament doth ſtyle it (elf, viz. the 
lament of the Common-weelth of England; that the dicredt, 
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and | objet of Trath, and faithfulneſs fer before 

us in the ,is the beeing of a Common-wealth, 
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From all which appeareth , that 
out canal a of Preteen ambiguitic, and 
tie of the words of the Engagement : 
words arenot all one thing : T 
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of Reduftion, end in order thereunto, the Eftabliſkment 
of this Common-wealth as now it ftand's by the Govern- 
ment of Paclament, wichourt a King and Hout of Lords ; 
for all intelligent men, it chey will bethink chemſclvs, may 
know , that the word Communr-rwealth is raken ſomtimes 
for the Colleftive,ſortimes for the Repreſentative Bodie of 
uo and chat without all ambiguicie ; becaul theſe 
wo Bodies are not in the nature of Humane focietic of 
different kindes ; but beeing from one Principle”, an 4 to 


together;and yet ob ſomtimes 
offred as diſtint jn their orderand notions: 


ng or How! of Lords. now to make the reduplica- 
tive macter of rhe Jef to bee the (ale objett of the 
promiſe, when che mater is in expreſs exrmes betore 
and to make the repreſentative Common- 


mentioned, 

wealth, the ſole thing meant, when che colleRive or repre- 
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ture of the thing;but in expreſs words firſt mentioned, js to 
mee very irrational and far from ingenuitie, although there 
were none other ition of the words elſe where cxſtane: 
but now when the words in their frame and diſpoſiti- 
on lie ſo fair, and there is ſo clear an expreflion of themelf- 


where ; then to complain of ſo 7 7 gy 


that complaint to arreſt the ſenſ fo far ; T 
deal of partialitie and foreſtalement in the mindes of 
that ſo take it up. 


Beſides al this, another conſideration doth offer it (df 
which may diſcover the aim of the autors of the E 
ment and their ſenſ in impoſing it, and will make 
partialman, who can rationally conſtrue men's ations arwel 
. as their words, perceiy, chat the main objett of the 
ment cannot bee meant the (ole government as in 
certain perſons; becauſ the perſons, who are ſaid to bee the 
objeft of the Engagement, do all of them take che ſame 
_—_ themſelvs , and in the ſame fenſ wherein it is 

to others to bee taken : now to ſay that they in ta- 
king it make themſelvs the ſole objeft of cher Fog 
ment, and do underſtand by the word C 
England nothing elf but themſelves , is co mee {© 
_ — 
oinjuriousto their publick profeſſions 
have declared ſo manie wajes that their — 
u are wholly for the People of the land colle- 
Qively, as are a Nation ; to bee true and faichful to 
them and p temebennmengs tn eggs > 
not ſuſpeRt them to mean then And 
if upon theſe grounds 1 am obliged to beleiy 
that this is the main objett of their taking the 
I nzuſt alſo conclude that they intend others ſhould cake it 
in the ſame waie. And as for the cſiabliſhment whereof 
they themſelvs are a part being taken not individually 


but in their ftate-relation, it is no abſurditic that in order 
tw the main obje, their Rate-conſtitution ſhould bee 
a ſecondarie obieft whereunto each of them ſhould bee en- 


gaged: and in what {enſ they are engaged thereunto, it 
ſn 
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that all who cake the t ſhould 
in like manner Now they can- 
to their own ftate-relition and 
conſticution; but asthey are members of the Nation,and (0 
far as they underſtand that conſtitution to bee ſubordinable 
to the good of the Common-wealth in a colleive ſen: 
therefore no bodice elf can or ought to bee otherwiſe en- 
| hupen—m—_ge as they relate unto the Nation, and as 

conſtitution of the government is in that ſubordina- 
tion. And 1 am conhdent that none of them will ſaie, 
nor anie that u and themſclvs will think oberwite. 
As for mine own part in all bufineſles of this Nature, which 
concern ſubjeſtion and obedience | gr a" Powers; I 
conceiy the Rules of Chriſtian Equitie Ingenuitie ob- 
lige mee not to interpret either the aſtionsor the words of 
wy ſuperiors —_— in the affeftion of State-jealoutic; 
but to make the beſt Conſtruftion of them which they _ 
ibly can in reaſon bear 3 the beſt uſe of them which 1 can 
according eo my dutic intend : and an{werable to this rule 
| have declared my ſenſ of the t,fo far as | found 
in ita clear dutie; and my willingneſs to bee true and 
faithful to that dutie. And this is the rule by which 1 con- 


bee enalogicall 
not bee 


cely an Chriſtian ought to interpret the purpoſe 
of the Nor is it equi in him to think 
that his ftian Rulers would detire anic thing more of 


him by it, then what this doth comto : therefore | trouble 
—_—_— with anie Policical onftru ions, — 
events of my Superior's proceedings,to puzzle my felt or 
others therewith; it I walk within mine _— ſphere of fub- 
jeftion by a clear rule , 1 (hall bee inclined co wiſh and hope 
that others may do ſo alſo within their ſphere of ſuperio- 
ritie; but if they fail, | am not their Judg, | muſt leav them 
to God, and bee forrie for that which ſeem's to bee their 
filing ; and prajc that if it beea fault, God would reQitie 
ie, you ſte, how to mee, their main and fundamen- 
tal polition , whereupon their whole plea is afterward 
, is a meer miſtake, and that a very groſs one : 

tor they having thus miſconfirued the objeRt ot the Engage- 
M 3 nent 
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ment ; upon this mi(-ſtated caſe draw up their 
plea in two heads of arguments, fr 

trom che queſtionableneſs of this objeſt ; rhe (econd 
their obligation to their former Engagements. 
taken from the queltionableneſs of this objett j 
12 till 25 under ewo heads. The firſt is from 
and general potition; T hat no man can warr 
himſelt to bee true and faichfu} to « power or 
and held unjuſtly, , whether to afford it a permiſſive 
— 4 or an tn Gm This is handled from 
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moved or dil which is nn—_— co. 
26. Peek of that which is i ltead 
thereof from pag. 26 till 35. 

Theſe are the heads of the firſt plea; the foam of all 
which com's to this; that ſecing none ought to oblige him- 
ſelf to bee true and taithful to a power which is 
gotten and held ; * becauſ none ought to partake of, » or 

a Pay, 1z, abet with, © and co-operate in, other men's tins; but all 


b Pg 17 + ought rather, and eſpecially Miniſters, to e in in 
Pay. 
4 Pay 16, 17, All; therefore none onght to oblige 


18,19, and faithful co = "rn _—_ dipole 

e. Peg, ;0,tif preſene power bs unla y gotten the 
on and removing of the former Government © without 
Fas i 275 Jaw and right to do ſo f; and by the ereftion and inveſting 
- -—j is, Ofirfelf, 5 which is a power not known what it is, * nor 
b Per. 20. where itis placed, * nor whence it com's 5 and is ſhort to 
« 38, 32, anic ordinaric uſe, © and manic wajes injurious to the 
k : 33, 34+ King, Prince, and Peers, and to their reſpettive hereditaric 
dignities and powers , co the Houſ of Lords, to the Houſ 
of Commangs, to the People , and to the Laws of the 
Land *. Thus the firit plea, fwppoling the objett of the 
Engagementto bee nothing elf bur the preſent powers, ar- 

guc's againſt chem. 

T heir ſecond plea, relating to former Engagements hath 
rwo 
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Se ONS one -< group their pre- 
ingagement, as Subjects , - 35 till 43; the other 
from theic prei by + ae how pag. 43 till 
57 : the ſum of all which com's to this; That the Engage- 
— the preſent powers are the ſole objet ofToauh 
and faithfulneſ; ought not to bee taken, becaul they are 
under a tie of ſubjeftion to powers Diamertrically op- 


polite ro theſe 1 which are {till in bering; and not art | Pag.35,36- 


m Pag. 37,39 


all aboliſbed , ® neither by a judicial decree of the ſertled ,, py; ,":o. 


and ſupreme Autoritie,nor by anie forcible eretion, * nor o Peg.41. 

by God, © nor by the original conſtitution of the people, ? y P42.42- 

nb ju gps rm and becaul they are under 4 ey 
oaths, * which are diametrically oppoſite to the * 54 

EIS. 
to as . 8 

This is the whole : 

upon this miſtake, That the 


of their plea : it run's all along 

Engagement doth intend on*- 

to oblige ws to Certain Perſons, who fiyle themſelvs the 
mmen-wealth , as it is now eſtabliſbed witboua King and Lords, 
u they themſelys cleer lay pag. 29, and taking this as 
(which 1 have to be contrarieto the manifeſt 
whereby the Common-wealth is conſtituted, 
contrarie to the Rational ſenſ of the words of the Engage- 
ment conſidered by them(ſelvs , and compared wich that 
which the Autors thereof intend by their own taking of it ; 
and contrarie to the equitie and Ingenuitie of Chriſtian 


men requiſite in of this nature) they build a plau- 
ible,but unſound, plea againſt the Engagement,by contradi- 
Qing the lawful fianding of the preſent Government. 


But to overthrow their whole plea at one blow , by that 
AR which I have evidenced , to bee the true objeft of the 
Engagement ; 1ſhall argue thus. That Engagement which 
require's nothing elf, but that everie one ſhould bee true 
and faithful to the Freedom, and Common well-fare of 
the Nation ; as theſe are now atteinable by the eftabliſh- 
ment wherein ic ſtand's , cveric member of the Nation is 
to takez nor can anie preingagement whatſoEver 
hinder anie from taking the ſame. But this pre- 


{ent 
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ſent Engagement require's nothing el{ but this : therefore 
all are bonnad ——— and there can bee no 

ment lawful to hinder the taking thereof; as for 

they wreſt the ſenſ of the Engagement to pick a 
#painſt the Autors thereof, that they my ng in mar- 
rers of fat, concerning the change of the Government 
odioully againſt them , and that they may take an 
tunitic to interpret the circumſtances of their 

in reference to the change , as inconfiſtent with known 
Laws, and former engagements ; but 1 finding that the 
Engagement in the obvious and rational ſenſ, wherein 
it becom's everie private man, and good Chriſtian to 
reflet upon it, doth contein a cleer Dutie, which 1 am 
bound to cloſe with ; I give my affent freely to it without 
anie more ado; and although Iam-not ignorant , that 
the Engagement it ſelf doth preſuppoſe a change befal- 
len to the State of the Nation; yet , becauſ it doth ex- 
prelly oblige mee to look upon the Common-wealth 
onely, as now ſetled ; and in timeto com , to perform a 
lawfal dutie towards it, therefore I am not obliged to rs 
vel into former matters , which were antecedent to the 
change, to examine what hath bcen don to bring it about, 
and whether it is com to paſs warrantably , or unwar- 
rantably : for 1 finde not that God doth binde the deci- 
on of that matter, to determine the lawfulneſs or w- 
lawfulneſs thereof , upon the Conſcience of anie private 
man, ſach as1 am , nor will hee have mee to ſuſpend a &- 
tic , which is neceffarie in preſenti , upon the 

ſuch diſputable matters ; therefore when theſe pleaders ob- 
lige everie private man, to ravel into matters ' of 
paſt, and to intangle their Conſcicnces into — 
ture of the cauſes of the change , before they will ſuffer 
them to engage, to bee true and faithful ro the Common- 
wealth as now it ſtandeth , _ —_ tacitely for granted 
that which by no means is to yielded; and which | 
in my frlt confiderations have cleerly denied, and proved 
not to bee warrantable, viz. that everie private man may 
conſcionably take upon him, to bee a Judg of the right 
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or wrong man nt of publick affairs; here then isan. 
other great weakneſs of the plea ; that before they cither 
make it out, or attempt to ſhew it lawful for private nn 
to becom Judges of the cauſes of publick changes,ſo as to 
make that mon wo matter of Conſcience to themſelvs, 
they aftually undertake upon a conſcientious account that 
judicature,S impoſe it upon the conſciences of their unwa- 
rieReaders, dehinitively to bee look't into ; and in effe&t 
ground all the reaſons of their plea upon this bottom, 
( which they have no right to determine )) viz. that the 
change of Government hath not been lawfully brought 
about 3 and conſequently , that the preſent powers have 
no right to their places; and conſequently , that it is a 
fin againſt the Conſcience of good ſub , and Chriſtian 
Covenanters to promite ( at the requiring of the preſent 
Powers ) to bee true and faithful in time to com, to the 
Common-welfare of the people of the Land , as it is at- 
teinable by the preſent conſtitution, which is without a 
King and Houſ of Lords. Now although 1 ſhould ſup- 
pole (for argument's ſake) their premiſes, that the change 
which hath befallen to the government of this Nation, 
was not lawfully brought about, as to the manner of 

eeding therein; yet if 1 bee lawfully convifted , thac 
it is beyond my ſphere, to take upon mee the Judicature 
of that unlawfulneſs ; and if it bee made probable unto 
mee by all the former proceedings of Parlament, that for 
the ſafetie of the Nation, there was a neceſlitie of ſom 
change of Government ; and that the King could nor 
ſtand in the poſſeſſion of that Power , which hee was 
formerly intruſted withal : and if 1 can conceiv, that when 
ſwords are drawn, poſitive Laws are ſilent , and when 
thoſe which manage the Supremacie of power are at vari- 
ance amongſt themſelvs , about the fundamentals of their 

lement, that then oppolite parties in power can at 
for their own , or the Publick ſafetie, none otherwile, 
but according to emergencies, and that private men, as 
good Subjefts and Chriſtians ought to acquieſce , and make 
the belt uſe they can of the _ of thoſe —_— 
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If ( 1 faie ) Tam thusprincipled ( and that 1 ought to bes 
thas principled in my ſtation, they cannot denie ) then 
iewil dinks follow to my Conſcience, that however the 
change doth fall out , and in whoſe hand ſo&ver the pow- 
er doth remain , 1 am not to make a new quarrel with 
them for itz nor to binde over my Conſcience, to call 
them to an account of their former tranſations about it, 
to get it in their hand, nor to refuſe them that are in Flac 
my concurrence towards the rement of the 

mon-welfare ſo far, as it ma atteinable under their 
Government , by good and lawful waies 3 which is the 
cleer caſe of the preſent Engagement to my underſtanding. 
And if upon the general matter of fait thus fiated (which 
I ſuppoſe will not bee denied ) and my conſcience thus 
principled ( which 1 ſuppoſe will not bee condemned, 
and | am ſure is not convinced , by anie thing which they 
ſaic) they tell mee of particular irregularities in former 
proceedings , and argue from thence as they do; to con- 
clude, that 1 ought not for the time to com, to concur 


with the preſent powers, in the tenor of the ap__ 
though 1 hnde in it a cleer dutie, will not 1 juſtly (though 
| might grant them all cheir premiſes) denie their conle- 
quence ? I ſhall therefore ſaie, that although they are in- 
competent Judges of matrers of fat ; and have no rightto 
ſentence the preſent powers to bee without right to their 
places ; yet granting that contrarie to poſitive Laws, and 
Contrafts ſetled in former times, berween the parties then 
in power , a change is fallen out in the Government, and 
the powers , upon the change are now altered ; (1 fate) 
grantingall this , yet it will not follow, that 1 am bound 
in Conſcience, either to refuſethe taking of the Engage 
ment, as it is tendered , or tooppoſe the preſent Govern- 
ment , which are the rwo main things they drive at; but 
you may fee how weakly to a judicious Conftices ehus 
principled. Thus then, over and above the grand miſtake 
of the obje(t of the Engagement, you ſee here again, isa 
main flaw in the ground of their reaſoning , although 
there had been no ſuch miſtake , and although all _— 


(97) 
ters of fat which they allege, ſhould bee granted unto 
them. For let paſt-matters of fat bee what they will , it 
ie cannot bee made out , that private men,in places of ſub- 
jetion , are obliged in Conſcience, to judg definitively of 
the ſupreme ings of their ſupreme Rulers; then ir 
cannot alſo bee warrantable, cither for them to take thoſe 
matters of taft, upon which they ground their Arguments, 
judicially into their conlideration , as they do, in rete- 
rence to Conſcience ; or tor mee upon their ſuggeſtion to 
define the fame in that ſame relation , and if this cannor 
bee don warrantably, either by them , or mee, in reſpet 
of things pait , but I am bound to look onely to that 
which is at preſent, and in timeto com, my dutie in my 
place of Subjeftion : then all the preſuppoſals upon 
which they draw inferences, to make good their concluji- 
on, have no argumentative ſtrength ar all ; but are wholly 
taken off, and made incontiderable, as to my Conſcience. 

And if it bee objefted here, but how can you diſpent 
with your felt, from looking judiciouſly into matters of 
faft, of a publick nature; Seeing your tormer oaths and 

Engagements have obliged you, to have a reſpe&t thereun- 
to, and to becom concurrent, tomaintein the farmer (et- 
tlement ? 1 anſiver, that the former oaths could not binde 
mee, to have a reſpet, or to bee concurrent towards the 
former ſettlement , further then my place, and the ſtation 
of a private man doth allow mee to meddle therein ; now 
that place and ftation did allow mee, both then, and now, 
no more but the uſe of my judgment of diſcretion , to 
look upon the chanpes of publick affairs ſo , as might bee 
molt advantagious for mee,ty manage mine own re{olutt- 
ons towards a concurrence, in that which might tend molt 
to the publick good in my waie; therefore 1 cook all the En- 
gagements as thus meant ; nor is it lawful for anie, to ten- 
Gr anie Engagement unto mee upon anie other terms. 
Thus then I have {till a reſpe& co marcers of fat in publick, 
in my place, by the judgment of diſcretion, to maintein 

the ferrlement which is, as formerly, before the change, | 

had to mainrein the (erclement which then was , ſo long 
N » 


pd as 
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as it was in bering : but ſince, without anie concurrence 
ot mine (who was never called to manage a publick truſt) 
the change is fallen out, by the management of thoſe who 
were in truſt, and a new " Arn is erefted, and an En- 
gagement propoſed unto mee , to bee true and faithful to 
the Common-wealth under its 1 fhnde my (elf bound in 
Conſcience to take that Engagement , without ſcrupli 
or queſtioning the title of the power , to the place of Sy- 
premacie, wherein | finde them , or withour calling them, 
or others to an account, of the cauſes of the change; 1 
ſinde theſe things without my line, and am not warrant- 
ed to meddle definitively with them; and if the Cheſbier 
and Lancaſbier-Brethren had ſeriouſly reſolved upon this 
matter, | ſuppoſe, they needed not to have troubled them- 
ſelvs, or others with their plea for Non-ſubſcribers, 
whereof, perhaps it will bee needleſs, to (hew you anie 
further my ſenſ of it's fundamental weakneſs. But yet to 
go one ſtep further, let us ſuppoſe , that ſom of your 
friends , whom their plea hath mainly prepoſſeſſed, will 
ſtill ſcruple , and ſtick at the plaulibleneſs of their funda- 
mental Argument, as it may bee taken, with ſom ady 
above what the pleaders themſelvs have ſaid, from that 
which 1 ſeem to yield : viz. that the Government is ſom 
part of the objelt of the Engagement , whence their ſcru- 
ple may riſe thus : if you grant, that this Government is 
{om part of the objeft , whereunto wee are to engage , to 
bee true and faithful ; and it it doth appear unto us to bee 
unjuſt , unwarranted and ive , in regard of the at- 
teinment and continued 10n ; then wee cannot with 
a good conſcience ſubſcribe to bee true and faichful to it; 
but you grant that the Government is ſom part of the ob- 
jet , whereunto wee are to engage, tO bee true and faith- 
ful , and it doth appear to us to bee unjuſt, unwarranted, 
and oppreſſive, &c. therefore wee cannot with a good 
Conſcience ſubſcribe unto ir. 
To this there is a twofold Anſwer. Firſt, 1 grant not 
that the Government by it felt, and folely confiecd zi 
ottered to us in the Engagement ; but as ic is reduRtive a 
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and complicated with , the main and dice objet of our 
truth, and faithfulneſs, which is the Common-wealth of 
England : therefore our Truth and faithtulneſs is under- 
llood to bee engaged to it, as it is reaſonable and tub- 
ſervient to the Common-welfare of the people of this 
Land. Secondly , I have ſhewed, chat you as private men 
and Subjedts , are not to take upon you the Judicature of 
the juſt, or unjuſt atteinment, and poſſeſſion of Suprema- 
ce of power in | Superiors : but you are to look 
onely upon the dutis, which is due to them from you, 
as you are under them , and they undoubtedly in ſupreme 
power z if you trouble your Conſcience with more then 
this ; you are out of yourline, and in a ſnare, and there- 
fore t to free your Conſcience from the entanglemenc 
thereot : nay, although you ſhould not, nor could nor, 
bee otherwiſe perluaded , but that thoſe who are in ſu- 
preme power over you had both gotten , and do hold un- 
_ their power ; yer except you could ſhew , that the 
-ngagement by obliging you, to bee true and faithful to 
them, doth intend to engage you to bee ſo to them, in the 
waie and courl of their injuſtice , you have no juſt 
ground to ſcruple the taking of the Engagement ; for the 
pleaders themſelvs in page 12. confeſs, that men lawfully 
may promiſe to bee true and faitbſul to an unjuſt partie, and per- 
ſan, in that which is juſt and right ; If then the Engagement 
doth intend to require nothing of you, but what is jult 
and right, then, although you cannot laie down the (cru- 
ple of their unjuſt acquilition , and poſſeſſion of power, 
yet you may for ought that the pleaders have ſhewed to 
the contrarie, take the Engagement ; for the pleaders have 
not at all proved , nor ever attempted , to prove, 
that the Engagement doth intend, to oblige us to powers 
which are unjuſt, in the waie and courſof their unjuſtice, 
to bee true and faithful ro them ; but this they take up 
fratis as a thing granted, though it is not granted , bur 
ſtrongly denied ; and fo they beg the Queſtion in this bu- 
neſs alſo, which is the fundamental weakneſs of their 
; asfor mine own part, Iam cleer in that which for- 
N 3 merly 
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merly hath been ſaid, concerning the objeft of the En- 
gagement, in the ſenſ which che ARexplain's it, andbe. 
Iides , it wee look upon the Att, by which the Engage- 
ment is injoined to bee taken , wee ſhall ftinde in the Pre- 
tace thereof the intent for which it is to bee taken, to bee 
none other but ro prevent conſpiracies, tumalrs, and wars 
againſt the preſent fertlement , which is a thing abſoluce- 
ly juit and lawful, to bee required of Subjcfts by their 
Mapilirates , and to bee promiſed by Sabjets unto their 
Magiſtrates. If then this is the profeſſed and dedared 
purpole of the Engagement, although it ſhould bee never 
ſo maniteſt , that they who are in places of power had 
gorten , and hold their places unjulily ; yer it the En- 
gagement doth oblige theie that he it , to nothing but 
what is jaſt, by the 's own contethon it way bee 
taken : therefore 1 ſappoſe it is abundantly made our, 
that it obligeth the takers ro nothing , but what is juft, 
both in reſpeft of the objeRt . whereunto it us, 
and in reſpec of rhe intent and purpoſe, for which it is in- 
joined co bee taken. 

The laſt matter of proof which they infiſt upon, from 
page 43. till 57, is a plauſible allegation of the comtrs- 
diftorineſs of tormer oaths, to the objeft of the preſent 
Eng , as they deliver it, and of theſe oaths in force, 
to oblige to this preſent tim-. To make theſe oaths ſeem 
contradiftorie to the Engagement , having alleged the 
words of them which mention an obligation to the King, 
and kinglie Government, and to the —o_ of Parls- 
ment , they oppoſe a Commoun-wealrh-Srate, and Go- 
vernmemt, without a King and Hou! of Lords, and a Go- 
vernment ſolely, and onely eſtabliſhed in a partie of the 
Houſ of Commons , and then to make chem ſeem fill 
obligarorie ; they allege firſt, che provition of Duration 
made by the oaths cthemſelvs. Secondly, that the waies 
and means by which oaths are repealable , an d may bee 

nulled are not appliable to theſe ; Thirdly , that 
"The things fworn to, remain Aill lawful, and poſhble, and 
theretore the oaths fi!! binding. _=_ 

0 
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To theſe allegations, this is truly , adviſedly , wicthour 
reſpeſt of perſons, and partial intereſts to bee {aid ( as in 
46. they delire ſuch as are not of a reprobate minde to 
judg,) that it the objet which they put upon the Enxvage- 
ment, were ſuch as they make ir, then indced there could 
bee no reconciling of theſe oaths with this Engagement; 
but becau! it is evident, that the objet of the Engage- 
ment is not what they ſaie it is , but what wee have prov- 
ed it to bee, viz. the Common»-welfare, and Freedem of the 
People of the Land , in their National aſſociation ; therefore 
there is no ſuch contradition , between the Engagemenc 
and the former oaths, as they repreſent : the ditterence 
is onely,that the former Engagements aiming at the ſame 
thing , which this doth aim at (viz. the Conmon-wel- 
fare of the people of theLand,) they mention the means 
then in beeing, by which that aim was to bee proſecuted by 
all men, in their ſeveral places, and ſo oblige them to make 
aſe of them, and to uphold them, fo long as it ſhould bee 
poſſible, and lawful for them io to do; bur this later En- 
nt doth mention the abolition, or non-cexiſlence 

of thoſe means, and yet doth oblige ro the full proſecuti- 
on of the ſame aim ; which to my underſtanding doth 
deerly take away the contradiftion : for I fie , excepe 
there bee ſhewed an oppolition, in the intents and pur- + 
poſes of the former and Jater Engagements, there is no 
contradiftion ; but this cannot bee ſhewed, it the objeR of 
the later Engagement bee truly ſtated : for it it could nor 
bee the meaning of the Laws, by which the former En- 
gagements' were eſtabliſhed, to intend mainly anie other 
thing by thoſe oaths , then that the Common-weltare 
of the people of the Land ſhould bee upheld, by the means 
and waies mentioned therein ; then there can bee no con- 
tradition between them and this Engagement, which doth 
in expreſs terms intend nothing el{. But 1 ſuppoſe it is 
deer to all , chat the mcaning of the Laws, by which 
theſe oaths were eſtabliſhed, was none other. Therefore 
there can bee no contradiftion between them and this 
Engagement ; for although they mention not the Com- 
mon-wealch 
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mon-wealth by name , yet it is cleer, that all thoſe ſand. 
ons becing made for the Common- welfare of the 
they preſuppoſe in them, that which in this, is y 
mens expreſſed. So then there is a difference in the 
expreſſion of the main intent of the Engagement; but no 
contrarictic in the main aim : indeed,the means and waies 
to proſecace that main intent are oppolite, becaul they are 
in their nature, according to emergencies alterable, and 
that which formerly was amecans, is now none ; but when 
in one Engagement 1 oblige my felt, to proſecute the 
weltare of the Communaltie by that means which then 
could reach it, when 1 took the Engagements and after- 
ward by another E t | oblige «lt ro proſecute 
the Ac weltare of the Communaltie, — that means, 
becauſ then it cannot reach it , when 1 cake the ſecond En+ 
gagement ; | ſaic ( adviſedly, without reſpett of perſons, 
and partial intereſ's, as one ſpeaking in the be 
of God) that I do not underſtand, that in 
ing 1 contradift my ſelf : but being conſonant to 
heſt aim, I differ oncly in the waie of following its which 
according to emergencics in all humane affairs | am bound 
to do. Andif anie, in humane affairs , will not walk 
this Rule ; but think's that humane Engagements, and 
obligation to circumfantial matters and means, muſt 
theſe unalterable , whether they relate anie more unto the 
main end for which hee was obliged to maintein them yea 

or no, hee is extremely miſtaken in my judgm:nt, and nor 
knowing the nature of ſuch ingagements , and the 

upon which they are to bee entred into , bring's himſelf in 

to a ſnare, and torſeit's the right uſe of his Rational and 

Chriſtian Libertie : whereot this is one part, that our 

conſcience and affeftions cannot bee avie longer obliged to 

our own reſolutions and undertakings, though never (o 

ſtrongly ſercled upon us ; then thoſe reſolutions and under- 

takings are lawſul and poſlible : now no reſolutions and 
undertakings of ours are to bee counted lawful anie Jong- 
er then they are proportionate and ſutable to their true and 


natural ends : nor are they to bre counted poſſible unto us 
to 
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[ns a us, when all the means thereof, within 
the four xtra ws. If theſe Rules of 
my in the atfairs of this nature bee ſound and (o- 
id, then trie the non-ſubſcriber's plea by them : and tell 
mee then what ſtrength you tinde therein to make out a 
real contradiction between the former and the later En- 
z a ſeeming contradiftion in the words and cx- 
preſſions is not denied ; but whether there bee any real 
oppoſition in the main aims thereof, for which che En- 
ts are conſcionably offered and taken , that is to 
—— and becauſ your non-ſubſcribers plea com's 
hmm bw therefore ir is alſo herein very weak, 
—_— the ſtrongeſt and moſt plauſible ſcruple which 
| in it. 
As for the continued ob of former oaths , if the 
main intent thereof, bee in ſenſ of the Law,which im- 
them , the ſame with the main intent of this preſent 
agement, then there is no doube, but are {till ob- 
liging, as to their aim, and to the realitie of our purpole, 
to proſecute that aim ; but it the means and waies of pro- 
ſecuting that aim, in the ſenſof the Law, and of the Law- 
ing power , which obliged our reſolutions to make uſe 
of altered , and that in thepreſent emergencies of 
affairs , it is neither poſſible nor lawful for us to proſecute 
that aim anie longer, by thoſe means and waies in our ſta- 
tion z then I ſyppoſe it will bee granted, that the former 
_— in this reſpe& are not onely repealable, bur 
and annulled, as to us. For al the oaths 
themſelvs make a proviſion for their tual duration , 
yet that cannot bee underſtood 4 rerun further 
then of our intention , that wee ſhall not take up a reſolu- 
tion to alter them ; but that wee ſhall-perſevere faithful 
thereunto, ſo long as the things ſworn to ſhall have a re- 
al beeing ; but our proviſional oath of the duration of our 
endevors , tobeetrue and faithful ro a thing, cannot ob- 
lige us beyond the realitie of the beeing thereof : there- 
fore when wee ſaic, that wee ſhall all our life maintein the 
King's juſt Autoritie, and the Privileges of 4 ma 
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and the R ighes annexed to the Imperial Crown, &ec. and 
that no fear, nor terror, nor anic earthlie thing ſhall make 
us alcer this reſolution ; this is certainly to bee under- 
ſtood, with this f , that the chings fo 
as they are, wee bee ſo towards them as wee pro- 
miſe ; that is, wee ſhall endevor to maintein them, and that 
no fear nor danger ſhall cauſ us to alter that reſolution;but 
in caſe the King's Autoritic ſhould ceaf ro bee , or ceaf to 
bee juſt, or in caſe that ſtate of Parlament-Privileges ſhould 
com to bee utterly aboliſhed , and the rights annexed to 
the Imperial Crown wade wholly void, then fuppoih 

emer- 


the lawtulnels and ilitie of the 
in my place and calling ; and it it bee conftidered , that in 
extraordinaric emergencies in a ſtate , no poſitive Conſth- 
tations, Laws, and rights are able to keep up the eſtabliſh- 
ment ferled upon ther 4 but that in ſuch caſes, all men 
muſt flic co the fundamentals of che univerſal law of ne- 
ture, todo that , — 
and ient for common {; con , that 
I wetlling Dans 
ing altered , nothing but the main end, and che main Prin- 
ciples of common (atetix and ſocietic, will hold our, and 
bee obliging : if (1 ſaie) this bee confidered in theſe , and 
then in Hypetbeſi applied to our preſent affairs, and the 
ehanges under which God hath brought us , 1 conceiv it 
will bee evident enough to perceiv , that the oaths which 
formerly ( as matters then ſtood berween us, as private 
men, and our Superiors) were lawtul, are not now atall 
In force , as matters now ſtand berween as, as private men, 
and the ſuperior powers which are over us ; it therefore 
the Brethren that make this plea, for the continued force 
of former oaths, in reſpet of circumitantials , to bee ob» 
liging to the conſciences of private men, would have dealt 
with us convincingly,and rongly, they ſbould have made 


it out unto us , cither in theft , —— 
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emergencies, ſuch oaths, are ſtill in all reſpetts to 

obl ; or in Hypotheſi, that now to us,in this change 

of State- no ſuch emergencies are fallen out, as are 

valid, to take off the former circumſtantial parts of our 

obligation ; but becauf I finde no fach thing proved , nor 

nr Hobs , theretore their plea to mee is 
weak in this reſpeR alſo. 

Theſe are all the pillars which that building of 
theirs doth Rand, which having ſo weak and ſandie toun- 
dations , as I have diſcovered them to have, will fall tothe 

in the thoughts of ſuch , as without prejudice 
will ſearch into theſe matters. The particulars need not 
further to bee inſiſted : becauſ they are matrers of fat, 
andof Law, I make not my work to dive 
EE a) a 5 
matrers . emergencies to ſteer my 
cour{ by. And becauſthe chief things therein conlidera- 
= which relate unto Conſcience , arecither fully reſol- 
in other T reatiſes , and particularly in the Afcmoran- 
—— — which lately 1 —_— you; or 
will receiv a more particular cleering om IS, 
which I have in a readineſs , to bee made moons dhe Ar 
unto you , and others, who ſtagger in their waie,arid tum- 
ble at theſe ſtumbling ſtones, I ſhall continue to praie 
unto the Lord, that wee may all bee more and more in- 
lighened, and direfted to impart the light , which wee 
have received in the ſpirit of mecknelſs , and love one to an- 
other, without anie other end or deſign, then our mutual ]. 
edification in Righteouſneſs, to the glorie of our God in 
D——_— in whom 1 am truly for the Goſpel of Peace 
e 


St James's this Tour unfrignedly affetiionate 
20. Sept.1 65 0. Brotder and ſervant 


Joun Dur 1 t- 


Worthie 
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Worthie Sir! 
ſl tdoarihe bool hs you ſent , and return you manie 
muſt needs acknowledy , that 1 _ ſufficiently expreſi 
much ] am obliged nnto you, yu pit fo 
Ipe!t ro mera ſtranger 10 you , and 
can Claim the leaſt reFfett Dial ds neelea a 
you to purſue your intentions), of we 
Laxcſbcr: Minitters , and not to bee of the y 


reed area, ehegun, Va aye 


- How mide, nothing end fear c 
God ; naaing,by vc cnc by 
doe noir lie eas mir 
, and what you intend to do , will give fi 

ol kinde. If your pains ſhould not beve that ſacceſty 
« noſe puma Fi ; yet that God who (eat 

e of your beart t ritie of your intentions, Wn 
ph Fenntuon Frcentars4e oh | uſs of le f 
nounced to ay» wer: bby = Fe al þ 
the full fruit of xo yu labors. J 
give ie [wccels Mp ts; 

i Bly 6 be mee Tie on, Be 


Your moſt obliged fr ” 
_ The 1rgth of Offeb: and faichful Brother 44 
1650. in Chriſt. > 


WL. 


4 
EKRAT A . 


The greater oe. 
" Pry line alt. for ym read my, page v8, 1 1 7. for fodlonr, y. ff = F. 
theke, t. im Th. . Louie, Rules grorm 5 hvg bers 
[ISS maker, !, will oct make, p 81,13 ,44.14 


m wo. 
In the titie for accafronets y, read xeon, 11,L4 IF _ 
L $0.6 prodentidiy, 7. rovinratipedE rs 11f Beer Rep HOT 
yn Ty yon mere by 


FINS. 


